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OEC!MBER us BOOKS.
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News·
UPCQIHHG UP:: PAP!:RBACKS.

nOVEMBER: 'rro... : Harion Zi••er Bradley - Hawk
~(Dnkover) £1.95; Grah•• Hastert.on ­
F••ily Portrait (horror) £1.95.
H••11n: David Drake - Croal the Stars (Hallllllrll
Sla••er. 2) £2.25; Guy If. Sdth - Hanitou Doll
(horror) £1.95.
Century: Poul Andaraon - Corridora DC Tia. (nev
edition) £2.95.
Corgi: lIeleon C Dougl•• - Six of Sword. £2.50;
GeoTg' Glpe _ Baek to the Future (tn. nav'n)
£1.95.
Fontana: Yevgeny Za.y.tln - I.landerl ~ The
Fieher of Hen (non SF) £2.50.
Fut,ura: Barry B. Longyear - Elephant Song £2.50.
City of a••boo (Te-iulle) £2.50, Circus World
(re-1.. ) £1.60. Manifeat D•• t!ny (re-iss) £1.75:
Jack L. Chalker - Ri·..-r of the Dancing Goda
£2.50: Park. Codwin ~ Flrlliord £2.50.
GTanada: Raaaey Gaapbell - The Parasite'(hoTTor)
£2.50; !lli. Weinel' ., Mational La.poon's DOOM
£2.50; Bob Sha'" • Fire Pattern £1.95; Jack Vance
_ Planet of Adv.nture (ollnibua edn) £3.95; Srian
Aldis. - Star.vara (reprint) £1,95; Isaac Asi.ov
- The Bicent.nnial Man (T.p) £1.95. Winds of
Chance (rep) £2.50; Phillip Jose fnlleT • The
Dark O.aign (rep) £2.50.
Nev Ensliah LibraT)': RobeTt A. Heinlein - Job: A
COlledy of Juatice £2.95. Beyond this Horhon

t~~) £i:9~~;J ~:~~yH:~~~~t - _E~~i~ft~~r;~~rg~~5.
Penguin: A:lIbroae Bierce· The Enlarged Oevil's
Dictionary (nev ed • non fict) £).95.
Sphere: RobeTt Jordan· Conen the Triulllphant
£1.95: John ChTistopheT • Death of GTlllIa (Tep)
£2.25. A t!rinkle in the Skin (rep) £2.25. ~Iorld

in Winter (rep) £2.25.

~~~~~~~ ;~~~~;og~~~/~~~~~ : i~: ;~~:~~~T;~' ~i'
PTofesSOT Challenger £1.60; Terence Dicks - DT.
Who: The KTotons £1.50.
UnicoTn: CheTTy WildeT - A PTincess of the
Challeln £2.95. KaTel Capek - War With The Nevts
£2.95.

DECEH9E!l: Arrow: E. C. Tubb - Nectsr of Heaven
IDulilIrest 24) £1.75.
Halilyn: Gary Brandner - The Brain Eaters (horroT)
£2.25; H. Rider Haggard - King Sololllon' s ~Iines
(new ed) £1.75.
Corgi: llegan Lindholll • The \l1ndsingers £4.95.

~~~e;nf;;:~ ~i~9;~Y: RobeTt A. Hflinlein - Starlllln

FutuTa: '5. P. SOl:tow' - Valllpire Junction £2.~Oi
Jane Gaskell - Summer Lands £2.50. The Serpant
(Te-in) £2.50. The Oregon (re-hs) £1.95; Atlan
(re-hs) £1.95. Th. City (re-iu) £1.95; Kim
Stanley Roblneon - Icehenge £2.50. The Wild Shore
(re-in) £2.50.
Granada: Iaak Oineaen - Seven Cothic Tales (nev
ed) £2.95. PieTa Anthony - Politician (Bio of a
Space Tyrant 3) £2.50. Mercenary (Space T]Tant 1

;s~rg~~5~2S~~;l~~~u~:~nt;~a~e~;~:~:tU:'d;rr~;rs
Wood £1.95; Kichael Sha. - A Quest for Sillbllh
(Dying Earth) £1.95; BTian Aldisll - Space, Tha
and !fe.than1el (Tap) £1.95.
Methu.n: Clifrord Si ...k _ All Flesh is GrLU (:oap)
£1.95. The e.nd Tiae Again (Tep) £1.95.
Penguin: OacaT Vilde - Picture of Dorian Gray
(rep) £1.95.
Pufrin: Nicholaa Phk - Sp.e.ce Hoategas £1.50.
SpheT.: Rogel' Z.lumy - Unicor;n Variations
£2.50.

JANUARY: GTarton: Robert Holdatock _ Mythago
~50,
COTgi: Lyndon Hardy - S.al or the Sixth Magie
£2.50.
Nev Engliah Library: FT.da "'arrington ~ A Black­
bird In Silv.r £2.95.

Ace: STokadovn Palace - Steven Brullt $2.95.
O••on-' _ David ~aee $2.75; Vhard or the
Pigeons _ Megan Lindhola $2.75: Cadre One ­
Rob.rt G. O'Riordan ,$2.95.
Arbor House: Radio Yree Albazuth - Phil1p r..
Dick $14.95.
Avon: Bio ot II Spac. Tyrant 4: Executive ­
Piera Anthony $3.50.
Baen: Thieve.' World: Beyond the Veil - Jan.t
Norria $15.95; All8n Stars Vol. 2 - Robert
Silvarb.rg. rlor.,an Spinrad. Kichael P. Kube­
I1cDov.n. edit.d by Elizab.th Kitch.n $2.95.
Banta:ll Sp.ctra: Th. Planets - ad. by Byron E.
Preiaa $2'.95. JouTney to the Flell. - RIchard
Monaco $3.50: Thr.ahold - David R. Paleer $2.95.
Berkl.y: i3attl.star Galactica ;. 11: The Night­
aarS' )Iachin. - Glen A. LaT' on and ~obert Thur-

:i~:j:;;9~"l!1100P _ Stanley Schaidt. $15.95 hIe
$7.95 trad.-paperback.
oaw: Fr•• ADasons or Oarkov.r - Marion Zia.er
Br.dley $3.50: In rana. the Touch of Undying ­
Mich.el Sha. $3.50; Ohn. Sabtee Spaceve.ys Agent
2: Catevay to X.II.du - Sharon Green $3.95. Dray
Pr••cot I )6: 0 •• 113 of Itregan - E. C. Tubb $2.95.
Del Rey: Kll1Jshanl!ra - Anile KcCarreT)' $16.95:
Jinx on a T.rTan Inheritance - Brian Daley 53.5C.
Th. D.atiny Hakerll Book On.: IHth rate Conspir. ­
Michael Shupp $2.95.
e~~~;:~.H2:~;.School or Darknesa - Jo!anly Wal!e

He" A.erican Library/Signet: Illaac AlIi"'ov's
Kagical \:forld' or fantas) I- 5: Giants - ed. by
I'aac Aaiaov. Io:artin H. Gre.nberg and Charlaa C.
\'laugh $3.95. Jeruaele. Fire - R. H. Heluch $).50:
tihera Oragona Lie - P..A.V. Salait::; $2.95.
Pocket: Star Trek I- 26: Pa",ns and Symbol II -

Haj lin LaTaon $).50.
Popular Library/Queatar: The Seekers and the
SlJord _ IUchael Jo.)' Friedlll&n $2.95. Split Second
- Carry Kilvorth $2.95.TOT: Soul Rid.r Book,: The Birth or Flux and
Anchor - Jack L. Chalk.r $).50; The Tillie !'Isste:­
Trilogy I- 1: The Initiate - Louise Cooper $2.95,

~~t;;ti~d;;~k$6.;5- t;~de~~ ..~~~~:c~~ri~~e~~~n::; _
Al SarTantonio $3.50.

It 'l'hiova,' "orld rip-offs aaell to ba flavour c!' the
llIonth: Andr. !lorton lind Robert Adatlls havll sold
volulDes 3 and 4 of their HlIgic in Ithkllr sorhs
to Tor Books in the otates. Charles Grant rocent:")
edit.d a horror veTsioll call.d Creystone Bay.
Robert Ada.u ia to edit a ,illlilar anthology bas!"d
on his own Horaeclans fan tallY eeriell and Thievell
World 'UpT.IDOI RobeTt Aeprin and Lynn Abbey are
to collaborate with Riehe.rd Pini on an Elfqueat
:~;~o;.~~;.baaed upon tha tvee little co:.ie of the

It Fantasy author ~anly \/llde Walilian has had both
legs &lIIputat.d aftar devaloping gangrene. He !la'.l
be.n b.d-ridden arter a na.t] raIl.

It Bob Shav' an .... nov.l ror Collanc. is proyi.io~alJY
titled Inv1eibl. ~ountaina.

It Italo Calvino. the Italian rant.sist. di.d rro:;
the .rf.ct. of ••trot. in hoepital in Si.na on
S.pt••ber 19th. H. va. 61.

It Rob Holdstock'a Kythago \'Iood vaa announced .5 co.
vinner or thi. years World rantaay Avard at IIg..,a.
eon 14. Th. novel vith vhich the award vas aha,..:!
vas so aeaorable that I've fOTgotten it.

It Michael Moorcoek r.na ara in for an expensive
tiae in 1986 ...1th no lea. than three haTd­
cover booka to b. r.leaeed. City in the Autul:..'l
Stara appear. ill April. Lett.ra frolll I!ollywoo::!
in June and Dragon in t.h. Svord in Septaaber.
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At .. ~..,... t IISFA t.ondon _tin'll. .. e.~tdn Chri .. 8.oil ..y
h..p~..s to _tion in hie ._h..t inialUbl. "101'1. {1. ••
d~unk.nl u ... t th."...... nothing .....101' to " ...d in Mat .. ix
th••• d .. y.. So if you·~. bo~..s ..lth .. U th••••I"'-eh•• , .. U
2 th.. t 1.011 k••p t"..n.c"ib1n9 fo .. you. ju.t ••nd you..
I.. tt.... of cOlllPl .. int to hlO11. "lOV 1.0 .. t~.n.c~lpt of the
eu••t of Honou .. Spe.eh91"... by J ...... llhit••t "o"..eon 15
190d .... t it· ••oull. Th. De v.~. IIOt.1, Co".ntry. 1-3
No".."b.r 1915. For tho•• of you ..hodon't kno... thi.....
not the flut ti"'. Jam•• lIhit. h•• b••n honou".d by No"..con.
h..... COH.tth.".ryCir.tNo"..con ...yb.oeklni911. T.lk

0000' ou"., .....:' , __\ . Ix,. ""-"'=

~~~\ ~·4'.~
~ /- ~~~,/.~

Av...Yr ~~ 0X
L..di•••nd GenU_.... it y. h.r•. thh i. not th.. fir.t
t1'"''' I lui"...ddr•••..s you QI •• t of Nono..~ .t "o".c.... -
the l ••t ti....... the fi~.t. .nd the • ..,ond tlma i. thto
flft ••ntl'•• I a'lb • ..s the thirt••nth .. ltog.th.~...nd d .. rlnv
the .bth ..nd ••".nth... But no. if yo.. ·d ...nt..s ••t.tl.­
tlc.llylnforft'l&ti"••pa..,hyou ..ouldh.." •••k.dL.r"yNiv.n.
L.t",•••yonlyth.tlnth.·lnt.r".nin9flft••ny••" .....ny
thing•.•nd • f ... of the p.opl •• h.". ch.n9.d. For
•••mpl•••

Befo~. the 1'11 "o".con 1 _. told th.t the con org.ni••u
h.d 1_••u~.bl.....110110.10 th.lrdi.po••L but it t .. rn..s OIoJt
th.t th.l~ op.r.. tlng fund....~••uell th.t th.y could only be
......urad by ..n .lactron OIIicro.cop•. In U15. h_.v.~.•U
tll.t h•• c","n9ad. Th.y h.v tort.d ..nough .......y fr... the
.. ttend..... to invite two. count .!..!!::!!: GIl•• t. of Honour. In
h"t. I '••urp~h.d th.y p•••ad up th. onc._in_._lif.tiaa
e ...nc.ofinvitingthr•• ofu•.

A. you .. 11 kn_. if you .. r. not .. lr_dy tOO .oaal..s to r ..d
your progr._•• I .... co_in...biting th. hot-.... t (.ouncU
v.g...lylnd..,.nt.th..tl ..1tho.vidLan9ford.

L.. t Ill. b.9in by ••ying th.. t Dav.. L..n9ford I••" honou~.bl.

",.n••nd ..p"ight n. UntU the bar. opan. N. d .
... 11, .h.".....gul.rly 1f not fr.qu.ntly. h••• ba..utHuUy
.rtlcul.ted .nd c.dfl"".d voic •• a fin. ",1"d ..hich 1.0 ....po­
nalbh for p ..blhhlnll hn .... t..r1.1 of .uffiehnUy high
q... llty to .. in hi... Hugo tllh y......nd h. 11. to boot .•
gifted prof.... ion.l ....it.r. H. i ••ho. you l'IIIy h.v.
"oticed. inclin.d to be .. little I\.o ..d of h ... rin9.

A. fo .. _ ......t c.n I ...y ..bout ..y•• lf ..hich i. not both
•• tr"v"9.ntly c.-:pliJnent.. ry...nd t ..u.l , .....y ...~li••t
d .. y...... C..n. iUultntin9 .nd ..ritin9 fo .. !!!!!.! ..nd
~. conv.ntion-<Join9 ...nd bl•• tin9.v..~ybodyi... i9ht.
..ith.y ...t.r-pi.toI. I ro•• to th. dhay. depr"vad h.i9hu
ofth.. prof ••• ion.l it••. "yphy.i".l.""' .....t.l .tt.i-
but.... r •• ofcour pI.. info...Uto •••. Th.h.ight.
..hich 1.0 _~...v ..r.9. t","n _.t, the br...dth of the .houl­
diU ..."d g ..t, the high. int.. l11ge"t fo .... h••d ...hich i.
npidly Joi"ing 10110. ""'cll of ..y ..acll; th.utt.rly chA.. llJn9
IlI&nn." .nd .eintH-l.tin9 vit. IIh.t bi9-hl..d idiot ..rot ..
thi••tuffl 110".".'. Ido.d.littoon inor i"'l"'rf.ction-
I don't ••• t.OO good. "'11 the ..ond of the .. icro<:o•••nd
",ocroco.",.•nd the _di..",-.h ..d bit. In bet.....n ....e funy
<ou"d th••dg ... Th..r. 11 a ...rk.d d ..Uch"cy in the 119ht­
g.th.rin9 .nd focu .. lng"'..,h.ni.... oflly "i.u.l .enIO"' .
U"I .... I hav gl ••• of hl9h ....gnific.. tion I hA"..
difficulty in ing••ndHI ...V•• 91 .... 0.t..oofbe.t
bitt.r. it'. pro""'bl. th.. t I ""n'tb••bl.to ••••t .. l1.

• ...v·lh.... ryoucl><:>r....yIIp.th.tic.lly. you ..."••bo.. t to
._.th.tic.. lly chono. "Av· .......n·t youl If--;);;iy to d~.....,

out th. noh.....d .. by th.. t infinitive .plittingl But
r .. Uy. I·.l>Ot-100kin9foryQ\lr.JIlP.. thy ••y ..lno.~ir-
....nt of vi.ion .... OIlWltio d .1&I>1y to ••k•• point .""'.
.""id.nt.. Uy. to 1_.1 iou. c ..itici•• of n.9Ug.nc...t

So""'.t .1•• 11 ...... you ••U lIell. 1'11 Ull you.

H.. r ..... h.v... conv.ntlon ..ith two CU•• t. of Honou... on....ho
I. h .. lf blind ..nd th. oth..~ ... d ...f .... h.lf po.t .•nd tr••y
didn't t-hinkof inviting. thi ..d •• Cl".g_ f.n. p.rl>.p••
v1'r.ocouldn·t.pa.kprop.. rly. Ju.tthink. th..y .. i •••d th..
ch.nc. to .... k .. pl"op... lIOnk.y. of ....

lI' ... t tiOll.. ".90 to 01••11_. r_illod "'.. to p.ck the fl ....
j.ck..t.

... t the fir.t li ..lling","", co".....ntion - I k"ov thi. 1.0
Cov.nt~y. but l.t-·. not b. t-ellnic.l - the ".nu. "a. the old
l~ri.lCantr.lIot.l. It .... th......... l~ri..IC.ntr.Hot.l
th.n. but .. itl> .ucc••• iv."o"..con. it .gad pr...tu~.. Iy .
• hri...11ad up .nd hAd to be t ....d.d in. lut on. of th ..
thin'll•. l_..non.ofth.~...t>ohA.notch..n9..sov••
lila p... t fift.... y•• r. i. th.. ChAi._n of "_..con 1. V..rnon
.r.....,.
1 r_bar h_ h. g"..ted _ on .rriv.l. the ....b....o~d••
lh. d_.nour .0 ••p ..... I".. of 1I\p.ndin9 d..-.••nd th.
h.nd.tw.k....hich ..clu.. l1yf.ltvorri.d. A.th.. ""'..r.r of
..ueh ofth.r..pon.ibillty~th.. flntconof itl kl"d.
vith .n unt~l.d .nd unpr.dictabl .. GIl•• t of Ho"our, I fig .. r ..d
th.t h .. h.d r •••on to look ..or~i..s. B.. t l.t..r. ..h..n I .....
b.in9 lIOd.. r .. t .. ly ...ll-b..h.v.d.•nd."..rything .... going
r ... lly ..ell••"d the cO" ..a ... flnanci.l .nd fannl.h
.ucc•••• h••tilllook.dd••p.l".t .. ly ..or.i ..d .

I"triguad••nd ••n.ln9 th..tI ..19htb••bOut to f1nd ..
gr_t. b~oodin",. tr'91c c .... r.ct .... th.. t 1 could u •• in ..
.to..y. 1 ob.......d hi. clo... ly du .. ing ..ub••qu.nt conv..ntion••
vhen h ...... not 19hecS d....., by th.. burd.n. of high offic••
nor did h. h.v to ..or.y .bout. ..nd .till th...."p..... ion
did not chang.. A..d ..... in l'l~. h. or9..ni••d a t .. ip t-o
."u9"'. for. bunch of VI: f .." •• it ..... th - ....n thou9h
thin'll. hAPP...Min a 9g hich_uld v 1icit.d bally-
1..U9h.f.... th.Sphin o d. It non fo.. it.lif•.

ror ........pl.... t ....tinopport..n .. t1 __r .. onlop of
th. clock t_.r O".rlooki1\9 th. t qu•••.•nd 1 ....
t ..klngein.CUSlofth.t-ired. 0. 1.IY. or t-hi ... ty. 0••c.­
c ...... hun", .. y f.". vho h.d r-.ainad i"th. OpAn .. ir c .. (.
b.low. Sudd.nlyth.clocllv.ntintoth.O"•• tur••"dhe<Ji,,­
nin90fit.l'llljo.. prod..ction. th.. noon-d.y chi",••.

8t.ndl"g ..... _r....1 thin t ..o )'••d. of th .. ",o~"•• til .. ,,,,l ••
vibntion .hook th.f11 pool. f"oonth.ir .pindl.. In.id.
th.c..... r •. Th...ou""' incrAdibl •• bon.. -.h.kl"9...ind
d•• troying .....d .11lO.t loud ..... pr....nt_d.ydhco. Old
V...non "l.. p h ..nd. to hll r •• Oua.I"'Odo f hion .nd .cr...
'Tha ball.' Th. 1>&11.'" •• t-h.. r •• t of r .. dolng1 Mo.
h. v•• looking WO"l"I.d •

Wl'r..n joinedth.oth tth.c.f ... n.eding: .....thln9
.trong.. r t n lc.-cr._. I 1001111109 _r.. 1ad. too.•bout
Sly cin.-fil... _g th.f v•• th.. t Iov.ly. innoc.nt
young girl Cor.l Cl .. rk... Thi. v •• bafor••11 .. Olat ..nd b..,.."",
"'ppily _.~i.. d to .ob Jacktlon...nd th .. reby lo.t to tl>.
h n r .. c ........ II_it. Sh.c riding lik•• rur
o. et to r ••cu•• J:ni9ht (of St- hntony) in di.t..... by
.h_In9 •• h•• Bl""k Hoi•••nd ...pl.ining 1100" 1 could u ••
i<.

It ....... i ..pl .. but i"g.niu••rr."ll_.nt •• double hy... of
1l1..ck. clo•• ly-..o .... n ... t ... ialinth.fo of.ba9 ..ith .n
• l •• tic.tedtop. IIh.tdldyouthl"kit , Sh.calJed>t
h•• Bhck Hoh bac.u•• it",a.coonpht.ly light-proof .nd
.11ow.d h nd nov.... to ope" • l ded c itho.. t
901.n9 into. d k-r ....... S ch for th .. nac••••ry t-ehnic.1
","ck9rOUnd. But th.probl_ ·td1.o.nungUng ..y po.ed
fil .. fr ... th.. " ......... in.id.th.Bl..ckHol•. it the
belulviou.. ofth.C.f.p..opri.tor ..hll.I ..... doi ..git.

Ttr. I vith.y ....... up to the .1_. in.ld•• bl .. o:~
"'"'II 1.. t t look o".y f ..c •• tl"yin9 to ._ady the .... lfun-
ctlon ..bil plylng to th. not .. l ...y. h.lpful ..dvic. bein9
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oft.t.d by th••urroundingf.n•. Th.prop.l.tor ..... th.v•
con.ctly id.ntifi.d "'y Iri.h.cc.nt••nd got th••tt.ng.
idu. th.t 1 ..illht boo a ••..,bl1ng.""'. kind of ."plo.lv.
device.illht th••• in hi. c.f•. andh. b.c..... v.tY.lllt.t.d.
It required the efforta of ••v.r"l of th•••"'i-lllultl-Hniual
fan•.•p.aking broken English "nd ••riou.ly ft"ctured
F."nch. in bootw".nun......ly bout. of ",.niment. tor••••u<.
the poo.man. And what did Vernon dO whU. all th1l was
ioingon7

!!!w".lookinllworri.d.

"nother m..n ..hoh•• not chanll.d.inc. Novacon 1. h•••id
enviou.ly. i. Jack Coh.n. On. h•• th. f •• Ung th"t h. i.
stuff.d withtho•• bl.ck-"nd-goldbett.ti•• whichop.n "nd
shut .. ith.banll. otp.rh.p. it i. the cl."n. whole........
e"err.pl ..tylifahele..d•. Jackha••uch ....ideknowledll.of
t.ete.tri .. l and ."tr"-terr•• trial lif.-form. that hi. po.t
.. t theuniv.r.ityw".probeblyg.ln.dthroughprioEe"peri­
enc.inSectorGeneral. During on. Nov.con h. invited IIIe Eo
lee .. t the .mall zoo where the f.mUy I1ve•••0 that h1l
nine-foot pythoncould ....tllle-itu••dtoju.td.vourth.
S.ctorG.neeelbooke. h••• id. Thethinll.th"tpythondid
to "'.would .... k••nyinnoc.ntyoung._ff.n. or .v.n .....
blush. I l>eg.n to r ..lie. th.n th.t python. w.ee not lik.

:::i~:~:"'~.;~~.~h.:n:Ot::~~:-~:: :~~d~~~:::: ~:••:~:::;,.~~
Ian't th.t eo. J.ck7

Th.re "r.....nyoth.rpeopl.who ...r ...tth.fir.t conven­
tion••nd thie on•••ndlllO.toftho.einbetw••n. th"t I
could t.llyou.bout. But youdon't w.. nt",s to t.tl<.bo\It
th ..... OrlllOr••ccur.t.ly.~don·tw.nt"'.tot.ik.bout
them. and my.U.nc. i. going to co.t th""'d••ely ... t ths
b .. t.

But it i.n·t ju.t th.Ch.. irper.on. or th. h.rdworking
co"",itte.memb.n. or th.h.rd..orking COlmlitt........bers. or
the .ntbud..m of th.loc.lf.n. who ","k. H"", ..con ths
ftiendiy. informal ••njoy.bl."ndoft.np.cuU.rthingthst
ilia. It·.thething.th.th..pp.ndurlngth..... "nd • ..."e­
ti ..... b.foteth.y.v.n.t"rt.

Bob Sh"...ndmy••lfnadtr..v.ll.dtoi.theefrOftlIl.lf•• t to
Hov"con J. I thInk It .......ndh.d.reiv.de"nyin th.
.ftsrnoon. b.for••nythinghadr•• lly.t.et.d. MuCh to our
.urpri ••. and d.Iight ..... w.ee .cco.t.d by a beautiful
blonde lady ..hoa.k.du. If .... couiddohera big favour ­
but.h.h.d.y•• onlyforaob •••h••poke.

Pernap. it .... h1l"i< of ...oridUn.... th" indefin"bl.
• ...".thing ..hIch"",rk•• th.manwhoh•• driv.nat""icab in
the r.d lIght dietrict of Toronto. "nd brought down "
p"ssing blu.-bottle ... ith " ..."t.r-pietol"t t.n p.c••
"Ithough not. of cour.e ... t the .am. tim. - or ""'yl>e it "".
"i••y•• Ibiood.hot/orju.tth.ov.raUconfigur.tion of
hi.bodywhich"ttr..ct.d"er. Any..ay.•h" .."nt"dto find
out "bout "11 p.rsonal pref.r.nc••••nd.h.off.rHtoply
him .. ith boo•• whUe .he "", doing '0.

Icouldc""",. too••he"dded ••••inga.I .... "frI.ndof
"i•.

It tran.pir.d th.. t .h..... " r •••"rch.r for Guinn•••
Il ery ho kIngth.opinion. of lik.ly-looking
m.lrIb.r. of the pubHc on the n bl.nd••nd flevours of Th.
Stuff they h"d d lopeod b.foee rl<eting it. Bob ...hoh.,•
• I ...,y. be"n ilUng ...rtyrto prOllr•••• cooper.t.d in
.v.ry".,y.

Hys"lf. I don't lik. Guinne••. Its prIm.,ey puepo••. 1
fir"ly b.lieve. i. to be ",iliad ..lth hOt Uor to iive roed
• utf.c•• th.tfunnybl.ckcolour.orforp"intingon ..ooden
f.nc•• to k••p out dry rot. But Bob like. th••tuff .nd.
..hl1 .. I ••ttoyinll .. ithagl .... of ordin.ry. undoctored.
·you-wouldn·t-.....p-t ..o-for-on.·typ.GuInn h...a.talk-
ing kno.. l ..diably about bodl•••• nd .ft.e-t and .omebody
call.d J.nny S..k......hil. the giri ..rote down his an....u
.. ith on. hand.ndpa••edhiln...,r ple. for t ••ting ..ith
th" oth.r. I U,lnk .h tyinll to t •• t hi .. to

d••t<uctlon. only th.r n·t.noullhi>e.r!nh.r .t.tion
...gon. Ilut ..h.n ..e nt in to r.giat.r i.t.r. h.....
occuPyinli th"t IIrey .r•• bet_.n ·pi....ntlyr.l....ed· .nd
·I.gl... • -and h.....n·t ....nth.OU••t of !fonour th.t
y .... rl

FrCIIII th•••v.nty_odd...... v.ry odd. p.opl.who att.nd.d
Hov.coni. th.nu.,b.r.h.".ril.n••ndth•••l.etn.tur.of
th. II'\fIITlbership h•• f.U.n. toinclucl.f.n.fr_Scotl"nd.nd
.v.n ",.le•• "nd from th.lIIOr. ci"iU••d .r••• of Europ. and
the H... "'orld. No".conha••l.o.tt••ct.d.n incr... Ing
numb.r of f .....,u••ci.nc. fietion p.uon.liti•• _ .... Uy ~
p.opl •• "Ithoughth.tisdu...... tlytoth.b••r_including
top authou••g.nt•• anthologht•• editor••ndp"bli.h....
SOS'I. of th .... h.v.c.,.,.w,ond.ring"".tit il .r.out.
decided th.t it .... fun ••ndt."deduCt.bl ndth.yh.....
b••ncooningb.ckev.r.ince.ndbrIn'lingth.irfri.nd•• "nd
.......ti......v.nth.lr ..1.....

Ob..Iously lc.,n'tt.ik.b<>ut.ilofthe.e n... conv.ntion­
••e •• but I .hould like todiacu•• on. of th..... cho••n
pur.ly.t r ..ndoon, ofcour ••. Th.....nIna... cho••n .t
...nd .... tot.lk.bouti.Tobylto.borough.

Therea.on I picked on Toby. thi.gr..t. giftedt>uttr.gIc
publi.hinll fillure. to t.lk .bout is .illlPl •. o..p down

;::~d:o ~••";;i: ~:;~:~hiY n... ty .nd vic!ou. peuon ...nd I

"'g"in.

Toby .uff.r. b••utifully. S__t1Jn•• l .u.peet hIm Of booini
" ••do-Har"i.t. (I think th"t .houldb•••do__• ...,hist).
"'hen.v.r ". i. lIiving. t.lk on .011I•••peCt of the publhh_
ini bu.ine al...y••1tinth.front ..o...o ... C.n
h.ckl•. Ho tt.rhowint.r••ting.nd!nfor.... ti"••nd ..itty
the t.lk iI. no_tt.rho....uch th.f..n••r.ch••eing hI..
.nd l.ughing .t hi. jok••• h. kno.....ith. dre.dful
c.rtainty th.t ....r.goinlltO ••y or do ....... thing .t
precis.ly th...rong tI...... nd th. iong.r _ beh.v. our••l ....
the t ..itchI.r h.g....

r.n...ho.e••••inllthi.hillh.".cuti... of.blgpubU.hing
c""'pany for tl'l"fie.t ti", illW'Ond.r"hyh.do••n·t look
.1••k.r.mor.opul.nt.i cul.t.lyt"Uo....s.ndr.dol.ntof
great ....1th(llk.L•• rlooddo... I.nd.th.y ..Ul think to
th_•• lve. th.t h.r. i •• big-tll'1e pubU.h.r ..ho ian't
.fr.id tor.l." "nddr... down. butth.th.....yju.t h....
ov.rdon. it. littl•. But th. tnlth i. th.tToby'. p.uon.l
fortun.i••l.oi ur.bl•. th"tis ••Ught.".gll.ration
-hi.....lth£.!.!!.b."' ured.butiti.onth...rong.id.of
t"edeci""'lpoint. H• .so••o·tbeli.... inl>enk••ndpr.f.r.
to k••p his."ving.lnh.rdcurr.ncy, .....11 d.no",in"tlon
coin. oCtber.. l ... in.r••dy-.ee••• pillgy-b.nk ..hlch is
.ctually.nupturn.d.gg_eup.

Now yOl1 ..illund.e.t.nd th.r_.on fo.. th.t ge••n, Tei...n­
tailor.d .....t-.hi.. t ...hichh•• t.k.nh1.lnto.o"",nyrecent

~~::~:~~n·;ou~ou~~o~:=th~;"..=~n:g:~thi~td~:fse:~~~n:
.uit perhap•• 0 ...ven ••hirt ..ith .r",. in it, you ..111 know
th.t hi. tall or h"••"t.ndedhi",creditf.clliti•• on the
.tr.ngth of the .i" Sector G.n....i book. h. i. bringing Out
n""tyear.

"'Ctu.Uy, "'ywif. P.ggy is very fond of Toby. Th.y .hated a
v.ry i"",ort.nt p".t.lIp.rienc. (not tog.th.r,. th.t of
.Inging in Gilbert.ndSulllv.noper••. Sh•••y.h...ould
"",k. a ge.at Pir.t. King. Th.r••r.oth.r...ho ••yth"th.
.!!a Pirate K1nll .

Sinc. TOby is no....y publish.r. it h•• bee""'. n.c....ry fo.­

:f;:r:~c:~l1t. to hi",. I do hop. tl>e.t h. h•• noticed the

No doubty"""r••lllo.tin.&nJr.tion.tth••ubtl ....y_
11k. dr.gll.d in.ces.",in9byth.h.lr -1 inteoduC.d Illy
S.ctor G.n.r"lbook•• andrutur". th.irn.",Ultpublish.r.
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And ....... t.bouglll_IlAO¥Il ... 1.h.c_ ClU••tot Ito........ ,"",0
......." haa aJly _Ita oa .'11, I ,I>ol.lld ••, .....1.IlI..' about
1."i ''"I>Ic:-.1 J.•• o' lpooclb08pltal ,torhat_,uPpoled
tolwl." .,itt .

The fh,t $..,1.0.- Gane... l ItO"" a no",laua ant.itl,d.
'unn11, '''0''9''. ·'..,tora. at", ........ Itt In U!7. Tilt.
_ ..1,.1 th _.t U •• t!I.lit t ....onll you
..ill ..1....dy h li,ed. I. t/•• ch.r.ct h'''1 Iged.
Utth· but not by 21 r_u.

It h .. , .. , 1wI..-.s to .\1.0... •• "ha..acla"l In .....1••• th.-y
tandtor_l.1lyou""lnd.,ttalan4act.h·., l1kIU•••"u.or.
'.tr._t.rr.. t .. la1 rr'Ulflcultto.g._ of t.h_
I ... Illee,. and I"aley. or tMh Illin I_lie like tboo M .... of
• u ... 10 t. dOl f_-.." ..... Ialll ••• or • ,Ughtly
... U..:1tlc t t.acl. _U..... Doc:tor Co"'....,. t1la " U.l
can.J\·h....... c=har.ct..... twla"_all_M1,to..chofg , at
the t."l•••• llttl._r._lght togo ..ithloh i :c.....,
."U.orit,.•Dd • "it_.... -..ic~ ,U.t to I<• .-p cM._
h.p",. ,.. for 'riliel•• I'. ItOt .11....-..1 to touch. t.Adrll
of in ti..,. i ...act·. h..d. IIJ.rehi.oo h.t ••U ot .g'"
• ith.r. fot Uta ...... I.r...oatilatI ... g...tl_ H.h
..hh-f"lfill....t f.nta.i••.

Th. flr.t ..ov.l.tl. of lh•••ri... 'SactOt Gen.r.l·. not to
be eo..f".-..I .1thS&CTOItGUIItAl.. lh.fifth ~ i .. the
••ri.....hiehcont.i... fourlongno".I.tt•••••• oll'igl 11,
.Int.nd.d to be. o...-off " •• of th.plot . .,,,tt.dC.t l1.
th.th.n.dltorof~.liJI.dth.id.. of ••p.e.
ho.pH.l ..h••••li tr..t.l"g U •• bel..g
tr .. tad by. til Then thought th.twh.n th. fl"•
no".I.tt•• which _d..." th. collactlo.. HOS'ITAL STATIC.
"'1'. ""blbhed. that .'-1101 be u•••nd of H. Aft.r .1L ...
.,caad. tb.., ..,. only.o ...... ' 1<1""'. of .UM! • p4lr.oa
coulddr_"p d.o .....,_y.of_llin'th_.ic...

"'t th.n I lot UtJ.....llt .icl< id.. fo•• pl._t ,",,0••
inhabltant.a _I" d.I1_Il'.t.ly Ittfacta4 .. h." "h".lly
••""l.h. but non-f.t.l di....... .0 tlult th. _ ••i".
contdbutlo... fr_ the kiAd-h....,tad popuhUo... of oUt.1l'
"o.ld. for food .nd ...lie.l r ....re.. to ".lp Ut•••
" ..fott"... t •• could Ita .ipbonad off for Ut. baMftt of tb.
badd1&. t ••poo.ibl. for th. o.l,ln.l infaction•• I tOld ,ou
1 ...... 't ....ie. pe••on••ndth......n·t • " , nie.
......lIe•. Anyw.y...luIn.Il111ad_ie.ld.tacth t ....
• aquhad .0 .01". th. probl_. Sacto. GaR.r.l only •
• to... ·.-lh._. 0" ...... ld youbell."•• co"pl. of h"lId.ed
l ...ght-y..r .....'.

Th••••"I..... STAItSUItG.Otl••ndth•••• i •• h.d.tart.d.1'Id
...dad.g.in.

Il .... T'" who .... ehi.fly ....po... ibl.fCH: th.Ull..d book •
IU.JOIl OPEIlA'llc.I .

• ,thalU... b.luIdlaft~toUI<a"pedito...hipof
Co.,l'.IID1"IlITlIIGoSIIIS'.'qu...t.rl,h.rdeo".Il'.lIdpap••­
"'el< ••ri....hleh. h......ht"'. could do ..ith • 11ttl.
_le.l h.lp f SactOIl' Gan••• l. Th. fl". Unkad ...,...1_
• tt••• whiCh r lly.f1'o·.-p.rt ••• l.1 .......1. ~.
1U..7Otl O,tIlATIe-. " 1 could '0 to con••M d1&c"•• the
Sac tOll' Gen....l!!.!!!1.l••nd it had. 1I1c •• ,0Ud. filll.l
• oo..nd to it. I .... fll'...t l ••t.

... tcon. peopl.l<.ptc...in,,,p to t.l1 Mt onll ..ith
th•••• i •• -.pacific.l1y.boutthl..' d" "l•• 1 h.d
l.ft o"t. Th.y.l.o ....d••"'g•• tlon•••"",.of ..hlch ...r.
" ••bl•••nd ..... of ..hich ..... not."it.bl. for di.c"•• ion
1.. IIi.'" eoonpany.

fo.....pl....hydidn·t I " ......-t doctor who r ..lly.!!!..!..
1.achl O. vby didn't i ..rit•••tory ..h.r. 'Il'ilicl. , ....
.......k .nd ha.U "p th. joint1 1:h1 ...nd h..... boo.. t
inuoducll1l1 'n .U.n ''In.. """iehgl,,•••" ••yon••n ..rg.
to....d. indhc...i_U.....IU-.so-ci... if .,...,.'11 pa.do"" Ul.
.....01. 9.nd.r••0 tilatJco..ldhe"•• Goa...c.lS tory1·
......, ..hyhadn·ti_UOMdonaofth.Gal.ctlc ' tio.. ••

driDl< pr..-l_ by luI"i......lcoboUc. _n1 fo" ."-lag,ed.
...,plta...U .... Tullll.a... _ I<aoep ...ing pl..k h...... _in,.1

C/ft i cll'ltich__• tilat .... boapit.l. p .. t. pr•••nt o.
f ... t"r uld .....1' boa .bl. to prod"c. t •• t 1'....1•• or peth
1.braoport••• f ••t •• SectorGoan....ld1d1tl

It .... thh Cll'ltie!alllth.t Nd.......11•• th.t the ho.pH.l
.... too good. th.tCon".Yllillhtb.tood_nd.ntonlactOr
can l' • .,.."ic.l,,,p.ll'.c1.nc•. T... t .... tl>.ld.. 1>alt111d
AJoaIUL Ct SHlP .n4S&CT'OItODlt:ItAl.. th.t....nh .nd fifth
boo... In the ••ri.....hlch had Con...y h..din9 • _ic.l t._
of .r• ..,"••hip ..ithl ..it.... tr.._t f.cUiti••• which
....nt that Ut.y had to " •• thel. -.dlc.l in,.....ity to giv.
..u.t.r... td.• l ti ... t .id...ithout .ny p .. io.. "-ladll. of
t ..... tr.t.Il'....tri.l .

0IIa of th. t ..... no".l.tt•• iD SICT'Oll c:.utltAL ........ t .et 0 ..
the _lanc••hip. it ..... p"&q\>Wl daacdbiftl tto- the
th.t _IU-.so-ci.......pit&.1 _ to ha ....Ut...... it .... ed
t .... char.ct.r. t 11k..,. ....t ..... an ~ ..Ul-h.-n. fr.. .n
.ar11ar.to.y. ·T.bl.... • .....t.not ......tltOt •

....... tlo•• qu••tion ..... tlhat._tU•• docto•• ·.nd n"•••• •
p.y1 lIo_y .".1' _tl_ .......y in Sacto. Gen.r.l. o.di_
c.ted th.y.ll t t.t"pid h.t.boo"t ho11d.y
.ntitl_ant. ll'.ti._ant~io "nloncontll'ibution.1 ....
th t ...d.""ion1 tft ....ot t ... t ...r ••t.i.l .hop
.t rd into ••to.,. "01.1101 h•• ,h. Or It b•• good or bad
g"y1 .... 11ookinllfo... p"nehinth.f.e.1 (Thl••••
r ••"ltof"y.n._. to th.fOIl'_r.)

...tth...... tp.r.i.t...tqu••tioll.r. """o•• n......nd.cc.ntl

.hali not d.r. to ••v..}, inv.rlably _ad the ._
qu••Uoo.

'l...e. let". et.. lv. fo .. cli..ic.l objecti"ity in Ulla ....ny
good .ci...c. fictio..."Utor 0.. for tilat ...tt.r••ny
..... ty. -.n...icl,...••nd depr.v'" ."tho. of good .cienc.
flcti to.i••••'-1101 not ....f ••idtoc...... idar ..
Id... no tt.rhow.U.... or.hocki"ll.0Il'ind•.lic.t.1 y
.... An~y. it h the initial lJ"t ....cUo.. which ia
iI,po,ullt in e"ch c ••••••1Id i bag.n to .c.nt III th. fl.-.t •
falnt.ti ...irt,. of. plot .

But itIll19htbadifflc"ltto.nq.nd.Il' ....... of ......d.r In
the ....d••••bou••••ory ••t In .n •• t ••t.rr•• trhl
c ...pool. Th.y aU,ht ••y. .nd dghtJr. ''1"1\. plot .Un!lLal"
It ..ouldha".tobat.... t ... in ...ch ....y •• tobe r.nd.....
1noff.... i". - the .toIl'Y. I -.n _ b, ".l"g bili. tacllnlc.l
..0.d••• cUnie.l.pp.o.eh.by.n."rin't tth.f"nd_lIt.1
....~tio......r ••cl.ntifie.llycoll'll'act 'ivin9 It.
hi'h.p..ofa.. io...lpo11.h- .. ifl .l.&inglt.t~.

1t19.tdingtboo.cl tifie.nd taclulic.l blla .....11 r_lla.
tilat lb••11..i tioa .nd d.1.po••l of t .. i. pall't .nd
perc.l of ......yd.ybo.pit.ll.U•• hal th. 1'."" of ....01
.i.t.r ••nd .0 1t la .t Sacto.. Garl.... i •

... int.liill t .......-blood... _", _b th.r _r. of
th of rnitr.t.-rieh. pIl'0<: oclo.9 1e t ••••
f tilb.r.th nint.l1ilt&nto.... " •• ltl.. c.r__ .

Btlt in .....lU-.pec1•• ho.pit.llik. Sector Goan }, the
".ri.ty .1Id c ...... ht.ncy.nd"'h_ic.l ",.-.po.itlo of the
Nt.rl.1 wo"ld b • ..-tr_ly ..id••nd. for the p".po••• ot
th••tory, _could po.t"l.t. th.t th.diff...... t typo.. _ ...
"",t... lly r ••eti"•••nd "rod"cti". of " •• t qu.ntiti•• of
fl_.bl. , ••. If _ f".th•• po.t"l.t. that Sactor C....... l
i ••nint.n••ly.n.'9y-h"n,ry •• t.bli.halent. th.nlt "0.. 101
... ,,1Id....tUHl.bl. th.t thay ....... ld ..... thi. e ..... t.nt .nd
conUn.. ing .oure. of an...,y to .,,""""nt their p_.r
g.M••tion .

Th. cllaaa of th. plot would c .... "".n th.r......
".t••Uophic_U ..nction int.h••y.t_.nd tboo ••t"ff. hit
the .1rclll'c"I.Uon .y.t_. n..cholc.of cha••et••• for
Ulh .tory 1& diffic"lt ...... do ... 1..... in It1 .ot Con...y.
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.... Nr.ucbJ..... 0'" P",U.Jcl•• 0'" _" of Ut. oth.., good gu"•.
0',..",••,be. 0'" t.M ._Jo", .hop .t_..,dl In UtJ•• to"" I
can't .Uo",4 to PIlt • foot ""'01!19. if it b gol..g to'" in
ttle _t po•• l.,l. t .. t •••Dd I UtiAJ< Utb ....gnt boo .... wh.",.
Toby _J.4 _nt to ._ t_ ct.-pt.."'••nd .n .... tJ.ine befo",.
e-tttlngb1&8df.

_ .....,••J.1 thh _, toe .<:e4_1e. "'--.... the .lIth book
..... pl "'ltt_tobetM l ..tl.. th•••",l Inlt
Doc:to",C _,••ft."'J. ...g ...4_"'lto"'1_ ••"'... le ltb the
bo.pit.l, h d ..... t .. to lIMo .Ut... of 01.gtlo.Uel - fo",.
p"'o.... UOA&"', ,.."'1.. .... __ of the _led~ h.
pl.,•• g",..t ... poo .. t 1.. the dechlon_klng .nd
• doIlinl.u.tlonofth•••t • .,lb_t. h•• "'••po""l"llityfo'"
...ny ...",4•••nd 1. c.lled on to ...k. ",..11, 4iffie.. lt
_le.l/.th1ed dechlo"" ",~"'41..g h",g. n_n of
pooU.M., 1... t ..4 of j ... t o....t. U ....

Th."'• ..,••ho ••"'1_pe"'.on.l.p.'ehologl...1.nd ....Uond
p",obl_, ..hlch ...r.4••1t .. lthb",1.flyln5TAIlSUIGEotl, ••
1'1.1. fo"cedto.d.ptto.nd U 1th tll...1....:1 recor41ng.
of ••" .... 1 _t... t.",,,,•• t,,,1.1 tlt1•• who 'r••ppe",.ntl,
.1I&",tng, .nd.t t1&leol tr"lng to control, hb &I1t14. Tl'Ib h
tM pdc•• D1'gno.Ucl__.t p., 1n Secto", Gen.n!. .nd

Con_, 11&. lOprov.th&tb.cUI"'....1"' ••• end.t.b1••nd
.......U.ll' h1&8.lf, wbll......",.1 ",..11, 4iffieult _le.l
probl-. ."'. ccaing to th. boll .t the ._. tlae.

Il'y own Utl. fo", t1•• _Ill .... OIACiIIOSTICI"", but Jud,-Lynn
4el • ., .",g..ted 1 thillk of ._t.Mtlg g",.bbl.r. which ...
STU MUl.&1_

Wltb 01fo9l'O"ticutl e-" pr_t" to tJa. top of tb.
boepltal·. p ..of••&106&I t"' aq4 ..itb bla tog.th.r .t 1••t
..lth the gor M.lrc:M -Ul.,_.bo...tpIll<._ of
..eb otMr - 1tl> th. p ..of... lo_1 fut..",.. of Docto..
'r111ela end U1. oU.r p",lt1clpaI ellar.ct.r. _pped .... t, thl.
._ld dghtl, boo t.M I..t book ln the ••ri••.

_ , 1 be". t ..1N to end lh•••ri.. OIl p", ...l_
occ:..1 ", aftd, t.M ..tn-t.r.... t .. iIll .ffl.."l. plot .... tIl"'ed
....11 h not to 1><1 taklln _ri_lr, Tobr ..Ul be ".U."ed
to k..-. lhItpllOpl••r ......lt1g that th Ul ........"'•.
In a recent~ ", ...1_. T_ z..ton "', coq>lt-nt...y
.bOut ST...I KP.1.~I, but .d4 tbat 1 h.4 Iaft t1•• Goo;ll•• k.n
probl_ ..n",••ol"lI4, no dou.,t fo", .01utlon 1n the n... t book.
and he ...gg.. tll4 a po."lbl••11....'" to tb. p",obl_ .n4 " ••
lOOking fo.......4 to the ".".nth book to .....b.lh.r h. ha4
gU."lI4rightl

II."... befo... ba".I_....nt.red 1 "'.oh.lpf .. l .n4
con.t"'uc:U". 1n hl. c,,1t1ch.. 'OU good ...n, T...
~ton.

_.r. tb. pl1ght of lh.poor. ba..19htll4 d_h.."" of
Cl..gow _ 1 -... Goo;ll..k _ .a. deU""nt.l, l.ft .."' 01"..s,
fo", t_ __ . 1", IT.... HLU..lIl I _nt" to t t lh.
ov.nU pltal ...ckg nd _r. r ..U.Uc.U" b, .h_i",
tn.t It bad H.hopel _11 .. 1t e •••••.
T'" ot..........o...... t tT ton ...n·t.".il.bl. tJ\IlD
for ••ecQ<ad opinl00.

1 Ir_d, d1&......ed t.M _ •• 111. tor" of Ul. Goo;lI ...........
1 1ud1..g th•••t .."",. v.rg. t-.rd•••1f-d.. trvc:t1_ wbieb
plll<iodlc.J.l'overuk•• lh_.JtI_d.t.U.t ... lbec.... f ...
" ck. (51t1c:eu...._ba _t .........cktoGl..gowJ.
So , _1.·t _tit _ to go Ill< Ul1. U.g1c ca••·hl.tor,
• ge1 cv.....lUl Docto.....t _.ult....t.. tMlr c•••
1. elurl, hop.l... , &tid the ••",1.. h•• , .bould ha"•• alght
be.•t.",.N.

II' ...... 1...01ubl. probl_ La that I .ant to go on ..,,1titlg
.bOut _t"'.t..,....tr1.1&. tM1r .li_ ... i_-polnta, tM1"
_otic biol09i•• , .net th.pzobl_of c .......1e.tion .tl4
..tIde... t.n4illg th., "'.p.......t. In the Sect.o.. (;&n&ral .to",i••
1 do not tr, to p ch, fo.. t.h. pI.llplt. but
~c.ful co-_ht.ne. i. ~11cit in the whol•••t-up, .nod
1n th.hoeplt.l.itu.t10n. in ...' ......pit.1.1t...tlon. the
..inor dlff.r.ne.. of politic••114 .kin pi~Ut1on .n4
r.liglon whlcb.o bad.vU .......ocillt'e.n be "1_'" in

flut ., p..obl_ 1& that .._ 1 dr_ up ....... "lgg.., .1Id
...... _... .11_ .11_, it p"QqItl, uk.. .1cll. or ,.t.
it••if .....bed.....p lt1 ••p.c. Keid_to •• it tilen _ .....
p ..o.,l_fo"Sect.o.. GIln."d ....hlcb.iaj ... t4_t.l\e"'OM.

Itonl, .._ln.fo",_tot"'nllth.con".ntlonc...itt.. fof
In,,iting _ to be. G.I••tof ....ncu .. o......g.1n -It t_1l
th... fift "_r.tOrec:o".rf.._l••tt~·.ndto tMtlll
.11 or , fo", li.t.nln,_ If,.... h."••ny If\I••tio....
....lou•• _lc.J.._...ln'ful ••".n_..r ••• ingqu•• tlon•• 1
.h.l1t.ryto.n...... th_.

Thanllyou.

_-.1'1.,.... __,
.......... _ ...... of __• ....,.,"...,

_"M. ........ __,.__ .... -. ._.oo _...'-.... _ .,_.'1/ -....,..,......... - ,"".,_ .. ......,--....... , -- -... _............_ _ .... 11_1

' .....~_ of __••_.nu_,----,._ _.-..-._ _-_........_ _.. _-_.... _........ _._ _1'_,
___ ..no _ ..n_.. __._",., .-. .,.....................- ...._.~ ...-.........._ ............ H_'__ -.n __•

• ........_ .. _1>__.- ..... _...­_..._---'...... __ ......-'._1
...._.....--.........._ .. _._.... U_I

-e~=~-:.=·;:,...~O':'::::.~.:=-·1
~=-..:.=::........t:::'~ _ .. _ ,.........

- ::"i:=':;'~~~'=;"-::.=.,::~ ;;,. ~':-=-~"':::~I
" ,_ 41.·11_,"_,,, __,
" ........._ ..... I....... Utn·

........."_ .. 101_' _ It_,_ .._ .........n_'
_-..."'u-''' __'

• '_ u ,____,ea _ , '__'0'__._..._-...,_.....,--...-.,..........-,..,-- -.,.. /.----_...........- _, ......,._--,- .. -..-.. _.... _._...
__ __••_ t _ _ .~.. _ -........,_~,._- ....,. -.. .._--

.. _ ......_ ... 1'...,._.-u-.. ...... __..... -_........-_.... ,. __ -....--,'"__r-.__..--c.u·I-"'_1
__'1"'-' ......,_..... _ .....-.- .......-.._.,......-...... _._. _.- u_,

____...U. _ ·_._·, r_u"u,,·1__ -.ou_o ..
,..... __ _n_'.... _-_.- _--_.., ..... _,_ _ .._1

Bibliography coapUad by Rog Payt.on .nd reprinted
fro. the Novacon IS Progra••• Book .



8 THE COIUC REVIEW /'lATRIX 62

ITHE

NEWS .•• compiled by Dave Hodeoll.

Ho.... rd Chaykin, creator or Aaericsn Flagg, 11 to
update the Walter Gibaon created 'JO's pulp anti­
hero The Shadow for DC CoalclI. Hoat of the other
naia: .tarl will allla work on Ulll book. after this
10/111 be a sTaphie novIl for Harval featuring Nick
fury and Wolverine provillo"ally t1tled 'The
Seorp10n Connectlon' and the firlt or three 48 2
~I' graphic novel. for rlTat Coalca called 'Tla,s
tHKett Wagner of Hage r ••• 11 to do ll. foul' part.
alIl1- •• rle. for DC b•••d upon Jack Kirby creation
The D••on. +t+ StSYll Gerber, 11,'1[- Man-Thing wr1ter
at Marvel and creator of ••rly ••vant1•• coales
C.nd08 favourite Hovard the Duek 1. to write a
four part alnl-••rles featuring The Spectre for
DC. tft Barr)' Vindaor-SaHh. t.h. original Conan
callie art.iat.. ia t.o drav anot.her iaau. of the I;
H.n, nu.b.r 205. ttt ViII Ihn.r'a colour Spirit.
eo.ie ha. ray.rt..d t.o blaele and vhit.. vit.h ia.u.
12 and had it.a cov.r price dropped b), $1.00
(about. 70p). Deeellber a.ea the r.leali. of • nev
albu. or tilln.r'. vorle .nt.it.lad Big Cit.)'. t.his
is r.print.a of the st.ripa t.hat. have been running in

~~'l~~;r~~ :.~:;:~.A::~i~;~n~~~;.Q~~r~~n)'e~~~king
about. £8.95. ttt John B)'rn•• t.h••rt.iet who eided
vritar Chris Cl.rellont. in ...king t.h. X-Hen t.he 1I0St
popular cOllic of .11 till., i. t.o vrite and draw
t.h. elaseic COllllcs ch.ract.er Sup.rlllan for DC aa
or July 1986. ttt Lov••nd Rocket. nUlllbers 1 .nd 2
.re to ba releaaed .e a square bound Gr.phic Novel
in Janu.r)' 1986, there will be a h.rd-baek li.H.d
.d.ltion. ttt Folloving on frail the recent.ly r.l••••d
Roek.t•• r Irephie novel is ••ix ia.ue ae:-i.s frail
Eelipa. eo.ie•• O.v. St.van. continue' t.o writ. •
• nd drav the atrip. ftt A rifth collection of
Bloo. County n..... p.par .t.rip. 11 ral•••ed in O.c•• ­
b.r of this )'ear. ttf DC ar. to reI•••• a eoale in
.1d of C.ain. r.li.C to b. tltlad 'A S':lni oC PaIn
.nd Sarro,,'. ftt Yollowlng on fro. t.h. Elrie COllie.
'irlt. are t.o r.l.a•• eo.le. ba••d upon other In­
e.rn.tione ot Mooreoek'a Et.rn.l Cha.pion. Th. Cirat
ia Hawklloon and the eov.r to iaau. nu.b.r 1 ia re­
produc.d t.o t.h. right oC thla eoluan. ttt H••vy
K.t.1.1 "g'lIln. go•• qu.rt.rl), el of J.nuar)' 1986,
.lthough the ... ill be • blgh.r paga count par 1&.1.1•.
It viII no longer teature contlnuinl .trip. or
raview aact.ion•. ttt Marv.l hava cancelled Epic
Illu.tr.t.d. ttt Tia.apirlt. ha. ba.n e.ne.lled b)'
Karv.l. Epic COlllcll lin., a. ha. Azt.e Ace by
Eellp••. ttt Upeolling DC gr.phie noy.h ineluda
'Dellon vith a Cl•• e H.nd' b)' H.rlan !!:llll1on and
.dapt.lon. oC novel. b)' R.)' Bradbur)' and Robert.
Silv.rberg. ttt A rol.-pl.ying g••• b.aed on the
2000AD ch.r.eter Judge Dredd h•• ju.t. b•• n r .. l ••••d,
H ill .eeOllp.n1lld b), le.d figurin•• or Dr.dd hi,••lr
.nd pai_Judge And.raon. ftt A n.v 2000AD 1II0nt.hly
eoaic produced for t.h. St.t.e. r.aturae Alan tIloor.'.
Skhl. tH The Hernandea brot.hers have lart Millter X
and numb.r 5 18 dr.wn by Kl.u. Schon.r.ld.ttt Alan
Hoar. h•• juet rin1ah.d writinl • B.tlllan gr.phic
naval t.o b. 1l1u.t.r.t.d b)' Bri.n Boll.nd. Hoora .nd
artht Ol.v14 Lloyd h.va r.e.iv.d contract. froa DC
for V ror V.nd.tt •• to b. reprint.d and eventually
continu.d froll the .trip. that originally .pp.llor.d in
the Britiah antholol)' co.ic Warrior.

MINI REVIEl:S SECTION

Histar X I 5: Th••tor)' continue' to
en.1I. around g.ttini constantly .ore
eo.plicat.d. Note quita in the
Aa.ric.n Fl.gg 1.'11.1. or oonvolution
but eloa•. Writ.r De.n Mott.r i.
tr)'ing to tie the book in \Ii th other
Vort.x co.iee h.nee th••pp.ar.nee
or Kelvin M.ce in thi. i.eu•.

Hech.nic. I ): the final part of
Lov••nd the Roek.t reprint.d in
colour fro. the .xtr••• l)' h.rd to
find Lov. and Roek.te I 2. J.1ae'e
n.v .pl••h pega tor thia ••gllent is
printed .bove. Th. H.rnand.s broth.r.
.r. siail.r to Ehn.r in th.t their
,at..rial tran.c.nd•• the naad tor
colouring and, in 110•• e ••••• dill­
tr.ct. tro. the fina artvork.

Cer.bue the Aardv.rk I'. 77 • 78:

~~:eo~~;i~~~t;~~~; ~:i~~V1~~h.~::~
art etyle. Stor)'-vi.a he •• ellls to be
flound.ring .bout • bit in the \lake
or the 1I.1II1110th 'high Soeeity', both
of thelle 18eu•• only t.ke about 45
s.conde to re.d due to an extrell'
lack of dialogue but in r.lation to
the proeeding lItoria. tek. about an
hour to think .bout. Cer.bull J.II I 2
.hould be out thle eid. of Chri.t.all.
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unconventional!

I,..··~~·1:.- _ ~I"

Ii
I enjoyed Beccon '85 immensely, regarding it as
a highlight of my summar, but equally I must be
honest and say that the organised event actually
co~tributed very little to this in comparison
with the pleasure of spending time with a group
of friends in relatively pleasant and comfort­
able surroundings. I might as easily have been
at Novacon or Albacon for all the impact that
Beccon had upon me. As a convention I found it
competently organised but, on the whole, remark­
a~ly unimagi~at~ve as if the committee, having
h1~ upon ~ w1~n1ng formula, were willing to
8t1ck by 1t w1thout any alteration. All weekend
I was plagued by a curious feeling of deja-vu,
not simply attributable to it being the same
hotel, the same familar faces, and checking my
1983 programme book later, I was on~y mildly sur­
prised to find that the 1985 programme was al­
most identical to its predecessor. ~iven the
transposition of a game and panel here and there
and the similar subject matter in panels two '
years apart, in which case it puzzles me that the
committee has taken two years to organise what
amounts to the same convention, with little
evidence of fresh creative input, an influx of
new or original ideas, at the very least a novel
approach to hoary programme standards. Beccon is
acknowledged to be a well-organised con, held
only biannually in order to give ample attention
to the details, but I would agree that the
smoothest run con of all is of no use at all, no
matter how well the programme runs to time, no
matter how few technical hitches occur, if the
programme offered is basically dull, unadventur­
ous and available at any number of other convent­
ions. Whilst I don't deny that lots of hard work
may have gone into individual items this is
wasted if all it achieves nothing but to keep a
group speculating the meaning of an item title
without feeling the slightest inclination to
actually see it.

Presumably the creative input must be regarded
as embodied by the production of Spock in
Manacles, apparantly a roaring success from all
I heard. I didn't go, mainly because I was al­
ready very tired of the way in which the whole
convention was starting to revolve around this
one item, even to rumours, so far unconfirmed.
that some people had come specifically for this
and nothing else, which is not something a con
should be proud of. And anyway, by Sunday I was
half convinced I'd seen it already, I'd been
bombarded by, and thus become accustomed to, the
sight of the cast trailing to and fro from end­
less dress rehearsals. They worked really hard,
that lot - the organisation was again superb ­
but I wonder how much spontaneity was lost in
the endless grind for perfection. Spontaneity is
something that Beccon lacks, with even the
charades organised into a programme event instead
of being conducted in corners of the bar and
other inconvenient places, half the fun as I
used to understand it, and Beccon is surely the
only con where all mealtimes are programmed into
the schedule. Luckily there was a sufficiency of
birthdays and anniversaries to be celebrated for
those of us who like our fun a little more
impromptu.

Despite this it cannot be denied that Beccon
works, and I'd be the first to admit that it
does. Its most loyal followers are· vociferous in
their praise and will hear no word against it,

witness the p~rson who seemed ready to flatten
me when I voi~ed dissatisfaction recently. ~:hat
Beccon does succeed in is achieving that elusive
relaxed and informal atmosphere so many cons
strive for, and too frequently fail to find,
exc~pt that Beccon seems to manage it more by
aC~1de~t, though the intention is undoubtedly
bU11t .1nto the Beccon charter. 'Informality
that's an order' it said in the 1983 programme
book, a joke I think, but perilously near the
truth, despite which people relax, get on with
enjoying themselves whilst the committee get on
with the organising of the con. It's a pity
they couldn't have done something about the
food, however, which underlines the problems of
having a con in a hotel which is miles from
shops or restaurants. For a con run by a comm­
ittee renouned for its love of good food, to the
extent of producing its own cook book, what was
on offer ~uring the weekend was a disgrace ­
inedible. The cheap food downstairs, for which
we paid grossly inflated prices, was mostly
overcooked and not to be faced on a weak stomach.
whilst for those who could afford the hotel res­
taurant there was the small problem of the hotel
restaurant manager who seemed more inclined to
committ financial suicide rather than let in
members of the con, bearing in mind that many of
them were hotel residents. In the normal way, we
would have headed for the nearest takeaway, but
as the hotel is inconveniently situated in the
middle of an industrial estate some way from the
town centre, and Basildon is not exactly over­
burdened with eating places anyway, it was star­
vat~on or indigestion. This is simply not good
enough. We should not be held to ransom by
hunger and forced to eat such culinary horrors
at such appalling physical and financial cost.
It is frankly intolerable. Perhaps the committee
should start working on the menu for next time
now.

Which brings me to the Beccon bid for the 1987
Eastercon. At a risk of repeating Pan Wells'
comments on Albacon I have to ask whether Beccon
is in a position to make the bid. At present it's
a convivial but undemanding little summer con­
vention, and with 300 attendees it's comfortable,
no one complaining about programming deficiences
as they're quite capable of making their oun
amusement, but an Eastercon is altogether a diff­
erent proposition, with a much greater number of
people, ranging from the most specialised media
fan to the most fannish fanzine fan, and it is
going to take much more than the usual Beccon
programme to keep such a diversity of tastes
happy, especially those who rely on a constant
flow of organised entertainment to keep them
occupied. On their present showing Beccon will
have to work hard to convince me that they can
do it, though I very much hope that they can
succeed in that.

A standard Beccon has but one stream of pro­
gramming with nothing in the way of extras, and
I wonder whether they will be able to expand
what is basically a diet of silly games into a
multi-tracked programme designed to appeal to
everyone, and including all those vital trimm­
ings like video shows and a disco, indeed
whether they have the creative expertise to do
this, given the fact that the convention pool
shows a remarkable ho~ogeneity of taste in
creaky films, bad SF and puns, something of
limited appeal even to 300 people let alone
perhaps 1500. Obviously they will have to em­
ploy outside assistance, and they a~e a~ready
doing so one hopes, in order to rev1ta11se an
apparently stale committee, and t~ create an
attractive and viable Eastercon b1d, though thr
there is no other bid as yet, and to compete
with the Vorldcon later that year. And given
that they are planning this con for another out­
of-town site, I hope that they liaise with the
caterers well in advance. I am not at all hap?y
with this iaea of cons, especially one as larr- e
as the Eastercon, being held in isolated locat­
ions. I accept that a body of opinion believes
that the con should fill all one's needs for the
weekend but materially and spiritually it so
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GoH Joe Haldea.n. FGoH John Jarrold. AttendinG:
lIeaberlhip costs £9 up to 1/3/86 .nd £12 there­
after. Write to Alb.con III, c/o Vince Docherty,
20 Hillington Gardene. Glasgow. G52 IPR.

ROVACOR 16.
Bookings .re alrlady being taken for the 1986
Novacon to be hald at the De Vere Hotel.
Coventry. Me.berlhip is £8 - write to Grahalll
Poole, 86 8erwood Farll Roed, 'liylde Green,
Sutton Coldfield. \I.st Midlands. B72 lAG.

CONSPIRACY '87. 27 AUlust _ 2 Septe.ber 1987.
The 45th tlorid Science Fiction Convention to
be held at Hetropole Hotel and Conference
Centre, Brilhton. UI Profenional CoH - Doris
Les.ing. Alfred Belter. FCoH _ Joyce and !en
Sl.ter. Special Fin CoH - D.ve Langford.
Write to 28 Duckett Road, London, N4 II!N for
further inforaation.

Maureen Porler

Dave Hodson

Since beeaain, nrioualy involved in all this
fannhh Itutt. vhieh Vall only in Apr1l or tbia
y.ar. I· .... b••n to four con"'ntlona of whieh
Noy.eon va. the lat••t . .111 around Ie people
vel" erltlehln, the ol",lnllatlon ot the eon and
"'rioue othar thin... but on the vhole .ee.ad to
b. enjoying th•••• lv.a •• collecllv, tr••• or
8ind IIi_lIar to th.t of Saeeon ••••ed to exiat ­
regerdlllll of what'. happening around us let',
just enjoy oura.l., •• l.,lI ••d to b. the unvritten
lav.

De.pita ••uIt1lud. or probl••,. and in aOle
C•• IIl1 becIu•• or th•• , Novacon wa. hugely IInj 0)'_
.ble. Take tor Ix.aple the ran roolll 1tell 'Ie
r.ndoll cyclic - or just sick?'. dellpite lhe non­
appearenel or Pet I \IIe.ton to derend the et.te­
lIIent on which this ite. '01•• b.eed .nd the t.ct
th.t everyone al.a on the panel di ••greed with
it, .n extrelllely inlere.ting t.lk took pl.ee.
I ....edi.taly following thie were John .nd Eve who.
tog8ther with Jill E.rker, told 1,18 of their .d­
venturee in Austr.li••nd Sweden respectively.
A pity thie l.st itelll waen't better attended all
1Il0re'then one extrelllely funny etory e.llle out and
John '01.' detlrlllinad to do his Australian geo-

~~~:h~e*:;:~~o~~IIIC~~~1g~~~~1e~~k~~n~~; ~fJ~~ng
lihUe .nd Deve Langford - g.ve interesting and,
.t tiaes, hilarious epeeches although D.ve found
hilllselr' up.t.ged at the .w.rds eereaony by liov._
can Ch.ira.n Phill Probert'l ele.rly st.ge-lIIan­
.ged 'wobbly'.

In the w.ke of all thl proble1l1 experienced .t

;~~:i~:.I~ ~~:e~~~.~~~~.:U~;I~;:~~n~e::~:~t~;be
• nd 'ani-sided vie".' of the can will prob.bly
start springing up allover thl place. The. two
eoaaittee ae.blrs that ll.de this • re.lly enjoy­
.ble can for ae were Hlrtin Tudor .nd Tony Berry,
M.rtin ended up trudginl. the hotal all throuJ[h
the ni@ht .fter so.e fool .tole a I,Ut fr••ed
aenu froa ana of the lifta and de••nded .o.e
kind of security patrol .nd Tony rln • fine r.n
roo. which. one got t.ne iapresaion. would h.ve
been not.ble if he'd reeeh'ed a little .ore
help rro. other .ouree•.

COKV~TIOlfS.

HElICON n. 7 - 9 February 1986.
Royai Angus Hotel. BiTDinlh_. Attending .eaber­
ship costs £9 - write to P•• Wells, 24. Beech
Road. London. NIl 2DA.

ALBACON III. 28 - J1 March 1986,
~t1ah Annual Schnci Fictlon Convent­
lon to be held It the Central Hotel, GI••go....

WORLDCOH BIDS.

Sf. LOUIS 1M '88.
5 proposed ,ueltl of honour, thl nu:es to be
.nnounced .t Conhdar.tion.
$5 pre-.upportlnl ae.berlhip ,et.s )'01,1 • periodic
bid-progrell newlletter and a alt.ching reduetion
ln .e.berehip lf you 'late in the eite lelection
.t. the '86 Uorldcon and St. Loui. wine t.he bid.
Contact: St. Louil in '88 Worldeon Bld. PO Box
1058. St. Lou1l. MO 6)188. USA.

BOSTON IN 1989.
Thil bUllch cialll t.o ha"e aore than 200 years of
convention runnin, aXplriel'lce between the",.
$3 pre-supportlnl a••b.rship, $) faT 4 issuel of

~=:b:~~!1~/:~~ySr~~~I:1c~:~I;; ~~tP~~s~f~~sing
(the official bid T-Ihirt).

Contsct: BOSTON IN '89, PO Box 46. HIT Br.nch
St.ation. CUbridge. MA 02139, USA.

r~~t~;;H~~;~~:1'lICo:iJ~~n in the offing. Pre-
supporting .eaberlhip 11 £4 and Ihould be sent
to Colin Finl,

Wantld: Paperb.ckl by Elfison, Asprin, P.xson,
Lynn Abbey, Sheckle)', Sha", , JOlnn. Russ, Andr.w
J. Offutt. Pleall infor.lll .e of titles/contents.
Reasonabll pricas ple.se. Aleo P/back Dangerous
Vidons ed by Ellison.
Kevin HcVeigh, )7 Firl Road, Milnthorpe,
Cuabril •

Wanted: Flyinl Buff.lo· I Nuclear Val'. CHEAP.
Kevin Chettle. International Houee. Brookhill
Road. ",oolwich. London, SEl8 6RZ.

W.nted: April 1985 edition of ONNI in Rint or
ne.r .int conditlon. For Ille: Rin,,,orld role_
pl.yln, g••• ln llI:callent condition (never
u••d) plul Rinlworld Co.panion (additional info)
£20. Stlphen ~l.)'. 9 Glal"an Ro.d, Northwood.
Kirkby, Herseyl1de. L33 6UA.

Wanted Ur,ent.1y: Cop)' of Ihort story -Double
Su••ar Ti•• - froa Nlw Writing. in SF 29. will buy
or borrow he/pb. Cherry Wilder. 19 f:geleb.cher
Str. 6070 Lan,en/Hesa.n, Welt Cerllany.

For 5.1.: Bookl by Cberryh. Ellison. Priest, Sill:.
Zela.ny. All in llI:cellent. condition. hardcover
editionl. For lilt. vrite encloeing SSA, to John
Pet.ers, 299 Southway DrivI, Southwly, Plyl:lout.l:.
Devon. PL6 6Q!If.
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~ by PHENOKENA. (Bronn Recorda PM 1)

Reviewed by Kev!n McVeigh.

I', not lUTe 10Ihich I should be writing this for·
MATRIX or NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS. Anyway, for the unen­
lightened &lIoungllt you, Phenolllena marks the return of
a 1970'11 dlno,aur (no, it's not the nllw Dellp Purple
LP); the 'concept' albulIl.

Behind this project 18 producllr/lJritllr To. Galley.
Basically the liter)' ill the IIlllle old one of 1I. iliad
scientist whoSII expllrilllent goes terribly ....rong: a girl
18 trapped 1n • cOila. and her father (who will prob_
ably be changed into hill" lover ahould this liver be­
COllI II fil.) mUll'. enter m machine which apparently
UlIlIlI paychic enllrgll/l in an attll&pt to cre.te a tele­
pathic COII.unio,ticn device. In order to Teacue hllr? -
a bit thin plot .... ile •.• The lIuaic il luppoled to re,:,
preaent hia advllnturlll and the phantoll creaturlll he

IIncountllrll in the illaginary ....orld cre.ted by the .achine.

Included ....ith the rllcord il • l2-page booklet outlining the IItory .nd cont.ining the
lyric8 to the aonga. A painting accollpaniee each aong and det.ile of' the lIueiciane in­
volv.d .re alao included. Thll lattllr includ.e euch heavy aet.l luainariee al Gl.nn Hugh.e.
Cozy PO.... lIl1. John Tho.ae and ....hite.nake lIembllre Don AirilY, Neil Murray and Mel G.lllly. As
you would expect of thie Phenomen.. ie I. heavy rock albull along the linlll of' Budgie.
Whitellnake ..nd Hughee-Thrall with .n Alleric..n edge (or l ..ck of lIalie d.p.nding upon your
point of view). It you like thill type of lIueic then Pheno••na ill .n .lbull ....orth dipping
into your pocket for. ho.....ver the production letll the album down .nd in ter.1I of a con­
cept it 11 lIilea behind eOlllething like Rob.rt Calvllrt's Captain Lockheed and tha Star­
fightera. The IItrangll thing il that one geta the feeling that the elbulII IIhould b. liked
1I0re than it actually c.n bEl. Even if you don't like heavy rock and vouldn' t buy such ..n
albull find 1I0ileone ....ho doee and ....ould .nd give it a
liaten. Unfortun..tely thllrll ill little ch..nclI of
..nything like thia getting ..irpl..y on daytimll
r ..dio, which ia .. Ihallle ae 'StUl the Night',
'D..nce with the Devil' .nd 'Pheonix Rilling'

....ould prob..bly b.nef'it fro. it.

All for the .rt....ork .....hich ill by Ian LO .... II.
'Dance .... ith the Devil'. 'Belillve' and
'!tillS of Firll' IIt ..nd out in particular
all r.r '11 ay inexpert eye is concllrned.
Froll ....h .. t I hear aithllr .. filII or video
ill pl..nnlld all a IIpin-orf frail the
Phenollena concept. and· the relllallll,
in poetllr forll. of eever..l of the
paintingll ie likllly at e01ll1l point.
This of couree dllpendll upon the
cOlillerc~al lIucces" of the ..lbull.

The big but COllel with the conlid.r­
.tion or the SF/F.ntally .. apect of
the project; for inet..nce '!t1la of
Fire' ill ..bout vallpirell. 'D.nc •
.... ith tbe nevil' ill .bout pOIl •• ,uion
and 'Pho.nix Rilling' d.ale with
Spont..neoull Hu••n COlibulltion. It ia
suppoeed to be • fantally/SF concept
albue but could. just ..a e ..aily. be
a collection of longa ....d.~h"ut a
centr.. l the lie - lIuch likll anyWhall!
.lbue. 'D..nce with the Devil' ia
"peciany guilty of th1e lack of
intended dir.ction. Indeed. lIuch of
Alice Cooper'lI •• t.rial and odd bite
and piee.e by the likee of Rainbov,
Led Zeppelin and Deep Purple work
r ..r better ae fant"lIy than Phenollena.

Thie ill ..n exallple or rock d.bbling
in SP/fant.ey and raUing tQ fUlle thll
two lIedl... It really 11 doubtful if
it ever can b. done ••any have trilld.
Ir you .....nt a re...on.ble rock albull then
try th1e. it you w'nt SF on recorde
pl.yed to lIulic _ try DEVa. they did it
unintentionally ...
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WEDNESDAY 1)th Nove.beT 1985 al
The ICA, The Mall, London.

R."ill"ld by Davll Hodaon •

Thill 111 the lIorl ot event. I vould
lI,ulI113 not e ....n consider attene­
Ing; there 1. ulually rar too lIluch
hot alr being .pouted and II. piti­
ful lack DC co••on ••1l118 and this
....Ied to b. running true to tore
for the firllt halt-hour. Chris
Prie.t, .11 ••r'lellau. vriter lUI

he 1•• ".frled on about nought
"ery .ueh. Hid: Au.tin.••1d Just
•• little but lIl_neged to be II. lit­
tl. Ie•• vlIrboeli about it. Brian
Aldl •• crack.d • rev funnies which
at Iea.t. 11"ened up the proceed­
ings II little bU,. and chair~an

P.t.r Michola aak.d a fev over
Ion. and inan. queationa.

I didn't f •• l the l ••at bit .unty about being the fir.t per.on to g.t up in tha aiddle of all
thlll to go to the 100. but vhen Da.a Pringle took tha .taga and .tarting getting aaked to
ju.t.if)' incluaion. and oai•• ion. froa the li.t thing. got a vea bit aore intare.ting - -\fhy
are thar. no A.iao.'a or Van Vogt'.?- vaa ona que.tion. -Don't )'ou faal that the lilt ia a bit
too Britiah oriantatadT- vaa another.

I gueaa tha vord int.r.atinl vould baet eUIi up the diacu•• ion: nothini ot earth-ehettaring
ie:portanc•••ari.d, thera vaan't even ona h.ated diff.r.nc. of opinion. Evarything Ju.t c;eand­
.red along. Of coura•• out.id. in the bar afterlOarda thing. did 11ven up a bit; I h.d a long
converaatior. vith Chria Priest and Aai.ov' 1I contributor Jennifer Svift about Villia. Gibaon
.nd Chrll vae in hia ele.ant taunting lie vith the knovledge that he h.d • couple of proof
eopiel of Giblon'. nav novel that he va.n't going to lend out ror love nor aoney. Pringle
'ee.ed quite pl••••d thet .v.ryone thought. Int.erzone had got .ore intere.ting vit.h t.he last
f.v iaaus. and Jo••phine Saxton aeeaed to be the lif. and aoul of the part)' on t.he next
table. Oh well. at laaat I cot a rev drinka out of it, 1 certainly didn't learn anything new
about Sei.nee Fiction ...

~ ~;~:~;~~k~)'R:;~=:~: ~~n~~:~o~~a~~~n~o:~~'~rp~~u:~;l~l~::;l:tPi~;fi~~~~d t~:t;~:~t.

Aa I aettl.d b.ck into lIy .eat for tha beginning of thie filII. ,I lDU.t confe.s to have h.d
hiBh hope. of .eaing a clae. fanta.), production. I kn.w that apeeial effeeta had been apurnad
in favour of an attellpt to er.at. atllosphere vith 1Il0re tradit.ional teehniquea. I vaa aware
that tha fl111 Ceatur.d tva rilling Hollywood stars. Matthew Broderick and I;ichslle Pfeiffer,
in addition to truated character actora like Leo Mcl'i:ern (better known III Rumpole of the
Baile)'). I •• al.o avar. that tuo hour a later I caJle out of the cinella di.. atillfied - why?
I'JI.tiUnot llure.

The b•• ic preaia. of L.dyh.wk. ill silllple, and has a c.rtain ch.rll, although the ellotions c.p­
tured on fila rar.l)' convey the d'lIparate situation illplied by the pOlt.r. and radio hype.
The Bilhop of Aquil. becollell obaeas.d vith a ),oung wOllan who. in turn, 1. in love with Navarre.
the Captain of the Guard. In hil jealoully, the Bilhop curse I the lover II to be forever apart,
yet togeth.r _ durinB tha day Isabe.u ill a hallk. whilst at night Ilavarr. ia tranllforred into
a black volf. A. dir.cted b), Richard Donner, the fila tri.s to b. evocative (on. critic used
the tarll 'alegiac'), vith the vildlife lind scenic photograph), particularl)' w.ll .x.cuted.
Her. va begin to approach vhat I b.lieve is the billie problem vith the fU •. Donner h.s
tried too hard to a.eapa fro. the IIffectll do.inated vorld "of Superaan. and haa reach.d the
other extr.lle vher. a lack of the fantaltie lIakea the aupernatural curl. lae. out of place in
an oth.rlli.a nor.al ,!orld. Th. na.r incelllant use of colour.d filt.rl CA.Q.nllt uonl' evoke the
at.o.ph.r. vh.r. unnatural occurancaa lIa)' be accepted aa a r.aeonable part of the world .
• n .tao.ph.r. th.t I find .xeJlplified in better taIling I of the Arthuri.n leg.nde.

To return to the plot. t.he bulk of tha fil. conaiata of N.varra' a pr.paration. Cor the
Bishop'. aurdar, to vhich .nd he .nlist. the help of a )'oung tht.f ('Brodariek) who haa
e.caped frail Aquila'a dungam.... The thief provide. SOlIe light reli.r, in eddition to int.r·
vala of n.u· ..arrativ•• tbrouBh hill .onologuell with the Aillighty. a device that I found the
lI:ajor failing of the fil •. H.anwhile. the Biahop, fearing for hil life, lIakea varioull att-

~:ft:at~th~;:w~a~:r~ec~;~i:~;l~n.~:;~ :~~~ ~~v~e~:~:n~:p;~a~~at~a:~a~fo;h~h:l~~di:~~: ::II;t
ti.e in adv.nc. (.apacielly to tholle f .... iliar \"ith Hark Tvain or Bing Cro.b)'). .

De.pita .y critic i •••• I enjo),ed the filII. It had vorthy objeetlva., .nd did not bov t.o the
current trenda toward. vithout characterillation or. in particular, atllo.ph.r•. N.ith.r can
I r.all), criticiae an)' of the partor.erll, although we lav to little of Pfeiff.r and not
aDough depth frail Brod.rick or H.uer. No. II)" dillatillfaetion lia. in • f •• lins: th.t in pro­
duc1nB II coapet.nt fila. a chance va. _ilaad fDr • great one. I note in paasing that the
book .nda .li,htl, diff.rently froll the filII. and, in lIy viev, captur•• the dalired .t.OI­
pher. bett.r _ this parh.p. illUltrat.e the und.rat.nding Joan Vinge ha. of fantaa)' COII­
par.d to Rich.rd Donn.r. N• .,.rth.l•••• if )'Ou g.t a chane., .a. thi. fil. b.for. the torrent
ot .choolkid haroa. hit. u. in Explor.r •• t:ierd Sei.nee et al.
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1985, priced 45p and 50p
reepectively.

Reviewed by Dave Hodeon.

That wae the que lit ion put to lIIe by a friend upon .aeinc
that Shock Ipreu 2 had been publillhed. Iellue I had con­
tained .aterial like 'Thrilling to Drilling', In articl.
Ibout f111 dirac tor Abel Ferrara who lDade that epic at
good.tallte 'Driller Killer' i 'Torn Free'. lIub-titled the·
lIsa atory and IIbout .. eeriee of filaa in the lIid.eaven_
tiee \oIith titlee like 'Ilsa, She-wolf of the 55', and
'lIes, Harelll keeper of the Oil Sheik II , i and rev i.". of
fills like 'Worll Eaterl' and 'Incredibly Strln«e
Creatures who stopped living and becI.e Mixed-up ZOlbies'.

I had eOllehaw reali.ed after reading illue 1 thlt I 10111
not going to appreciate thill publication but, 11ke a
fool, I \oIallted 50p on iasue 2 just to confir. the .UII-

~;~;~~ ~~~e~~~e~~e:t~:v~;~hO:o~:i;~t;~~es~~eEi.a S~::et' ,
an article called 'The Fifty Most Boring 'illi. of all
Tiae' which would have been better titled 'Moet Borin,
Oory Filll8', and varioue filII reviews. Now, when it COle.
to the quality of writing I have no coaplainta, the
people involved include Dave Reeder (ex· editor of Halle
of Hbrror), Stapen Jones (BFS highlight and 00- editor
of Fanta8y Tales), Kia Ne"'lIlan. Nail Gaillen, and Stefan
Jaworllyn, 110 thllre really are no worri.e thlre, but why
do they "'ant to wallte their talentll on euch talt.l•••

~:~~~~:;11Il:=~lr~:t:h:~1t~~a:u~J:~fY.~~t~~01~c::'b:.:~r1

I, along with lIany other people, feel that these tilall
insult .y intelligence I do the editors and contributors
to Shock Xprese not feel the salle? I'. not going to
bother with .leaue J.

(J}jothique
20th AnniveJ'lsry laue

Raviewed by Dave Hod.on.

Thi8 ie the anniversary i811ue

~~_ap:~~~~;~ewi~~at~~eB:i~i~:I,
Fanta8y Society. The 8alle pUb­
lisherll in the 8ixtiell 8lso
produced Stardock. an SF lIag­
asine, before vani8hing due to
lack of 1II0ney. The lIan re8pona.
ible for bringing Gothique back
froa the grave for one iaaue is
Stan Nicholls, ex- lIanager of
Forbidden Planet, and he hall
pulled tORether soae nice lIIe-ter'"
ia1.

InclUded herein are a previously
unpublished Lon Chaney interview
froa 1969 by Alan White, an art_
iole called 2005 in which Ralllsey.
Ca.pbell, Martin Lock and David
Sutton look et what horror fict­
ion lIay be like in twenty year.
tille, and lin other titled Certain
Disturbing Tendencill8 in whieh
Ernellt Harris aira salle per80nal
viewe about current trend8 in
horror 1I0viee. Fine artwork ill
alllo inclUded fro. David Griffiths
Alan Hunter. Moy, J ill Cawthorn, '
and Dave Baldock (eee below).

A fine production that concern.
tratea on quality lIaterial and
nOlltalgia al 0ppo8ed to the blood
and gut8 of Shock Ipre8s, it rea_
lly ill II sh!llle that the tillle and
lIoney i8 not there to produce
Gothique on a regular baa ill , al­
though the filII 80cillty baud

;~~~;dq~~:e·:~~i~ne ill "eupposedly

Gothique ill aT.ilable froli Stan
Nicholls, :nat' 2, A1l1l!l0n Court,
43 Parkhill Road, London, lIiH 2YD.
;~~ ~:;~~n;. 60p plul 20p peetege
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'~: ~~0:::~:~~i.1.,r:tI:-C~'~i~·'t:i'te"..~~:~.•I~
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nit iltih4, hi rrtiltH for III)' JIII'I ad it il oily
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c~u,..

:} m: ':::~i: M;~~O:f::.t:i:;'~·: :~t~~I~r IOS:Uj7;
llf,li4J,lf.11Cldlill',nlh,.,,.,. still fOf' .ht
H'••rt~ Ht"t I)' ....rttlllli.1I of lh ,tiKi,I".

At tM ~.ut of t.. lu'h. il I ,ali'''. "hi c)'lid,'
.~ic' [i/',iu II ,lKtroltaUc c~u" 011 ill IIrhu. Tilt

~~~:tt:-~r~~r:':~,~'~::'::::~i~t :~';t::tlt~~',idlP" -UKtI)' .. Ui. lilDf IltlCl, it UU.VI. J
U lOt cltlr btl l,t'. n .... it hr bHt .Ott. .. III
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tM ~r~~I:~; C~;'C'::~I~J; s:.,~OI.O:.f~:r~~~DJrH~~
r::''iC~i_. H lUln Ur",~ • "h"t' .u[~ ~uh ., tM
Pi!' u. hHI ~. il.,. 011. it.

Vtll if)'" b.Jitv,tht 1.1 ,.'11 b.lin. iI)'tUt,! Cil
u)'b04y .t tun upllh t" ,roun ill I durn .')'?

::a-:~:p:,~~d1I::tk4:':l:,·rr:·~~, t~:p n:Il~..:~. IIi.,
LIl'i IlOk It I l"icil Ii" Itf 0' 12 'i."t .U[~ it 101
n.dl, liI''', u •• "ilt '" of 100 ,lIt'iu t "it~ il
flirl)' Inrl"~), fllIittlhduh. Uti_, I pPi[. lill I
llflin. fr•• locil U"ll,ttt (oPY shop t~itlOlU COIl':: ,~~. t~: ~:n~~:llr~~ ':r:'l:h:iC~OI Cll~IIS~::' 4~:~t
fot,.t l:. 112",11" bill. IiI u)'b04yu)' {hlbtil' I
fUliI, .Htor ..II C~HP llobIly?

~W~lcr.=: l:::_~~~~!:lt~,f~!'Til~II~~
COltI)'.'y ftOt I HtH' IIi ",rcfS 'K.IlI)'. nit
C"'Pill)' hn 5It.t IpKifiulil h Clttt to IiIH..

~~:~:I:~1111~:r::'::~v~~~[~,::, :~i'i~I' .,.::'t~:rsto
~:tf~~l,:':a:I.~ ::,~~.~t::l' :=. ,~. ~~.il~~
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r;i~~IL~:-11~:~1r.II:iU ~~~f~ff.,11:t~1'~"1~'i:~ a
oolill.

It:t~:1:i::r~::-~~:tf~~Il:O:::.~~;I~1lb::~.~'_t:t:IlC~
4l1plicltiOfl.

Nail em down...

HUlllla1n Moha.ed It wall nice to lie. Tom
41 Fonteno)' Road Jon.1I pa)'ing dua rell-
London 5W12 9Ll. pect to the excellent

vork of John Harvll)'.
but the optione he outlin.1I II.... ver), backward
looking end I wonder wh)'. Th.r. IIl1e. to be ar,
1nordinate nUlllber of urrasnwered questionll in the
air theae da)'s. Certainl)' all does not ellelll as
well as it lIighl be in the IItate ot the asaoc­
iat10n th.s. da)'s. I would n.ver have gU•• II.(
that our 1:I••b.rlhip ie lelll than a thousand
(correct 1:. it I •• wrong). All a newl)' recruited
pair of hands on the V.ctor teaa I still cannot
la. vhat it an)' purpoll. the Aasociation hall in
wanting the publicationll to physicall)' look bet­
ter than th.)' do. In terms of production qual-
it)' (I l.avil litilrar)' qual it)' for w111er heads to
judgll) Vector hall 1I0ved awa)' fro. Matrix and PI.
Mr. Jonell ga)' d111approve of thill but if it maltes
it easi.r to read and pros.ntl a Dor. profllllsional
face to the vorld how can it b. b.d? Perllonall)'
I get e little tir.d of IIh.etll of paper 1n the
.ailing cover.d in filled in 0' sand e' s. Perhllpl
this ill what fannillh pub11clltionll are supposlld
to look like: but I &Ill' Dot a fannillh type, at
leallt not in the usual lIonlll. and frankly I haVll
not the ti.e or patience to Wilde througl, that

~~:a~~.p~e::n:1;~~~ !~B~Ftta~l:~~ :~~1~tii~~~·
ever)' two .onthl. to r.c.ivil II packag. that is
neet and clean. "h.r. the effort to produce does
not ha.per that which hall be.n produced. I li.!!

sure duplicatlld. edge·stapl.d zines are the
Real Thing but I aroo afraid r lost interest
long ago. Mattilr of choice I lIuppole. r choose
to be happier rec.iving J:laga~inell that look like
Vactor: oth.rs _)' choole Natrix (.v.n on its
less wond.rful da)'lI) and th.t 111 fa1r enough. I
would be happ)' to let Vector revert to itl old
forlllat if that is what mlllllberil dellir•. 'I'hll prob_
Ie. h.to lI:ak.e 1I1ick publications thl't get not­
iced and have influence takell a lot vr offort­
to sell the III involves 1II0re .ffort and aggressive
.arket1ng as well. If there 111 a li.ited market
for Vector wh)' doel Foundation (erudition as
well) continu. a.rril)' on it. va)'? If \'ector
failed bllforll a. Hr. Jonell la)'lI. wae it the cag.
.~ine or the mathods that were used to 11.11 it
that were at fault? Our amb1tions should .ither
rell!lin minor and produce all pub11cat1ons on a
correllpondingl), lIinor scale. ~ the entire pack­
age IIUSt b. rllcast 1n a lIore profeellion .ould.
••aning a conllilltant and co.petilivil look. and
a thorough and deter/ll1ned ca.paign to sell. In
otber vords e corporate plan. and I will believe
tilat whan I s.e it! It reall), 111 pointleSll try­
ing to do boltllr in bits. I would rather take cy
llIe ..berllhip fee and bu)' a good boole (half 0 book
thlllleda)'II?) .

••• Th. real aham. of the ..att.r 1. that
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a lot p.ople lIeea to heve found th.ir
nichee vithill the BS,A the.e d.)"l the Vector
telllll • Peul Kinceid, D..... B.rr.tt.. Hussain
and Ann Horri•• are doing. vonderful job,
And)' Savyer is get.ting to grip. vith PI and
helping II••noraoulll)' b)' lIending huge vads or
nevs itellll reg.rding n.v booka vhich, .llied
to the gouip I pick up _t Forbidd.n Pl.n.t.
ha. lIe.nt a big l.pro......nt in book n.w••nd
ve h.ve had .i .pplic.tlon. to do Focu•• V.' ...e

~~:~ f?:e l;:~:r on~g~:iO?·Rtn:~~~· p;:lo~::~.
who i. , fr •• -lenee artllt/illu.t.r.tor .nd
thu. h•• lIarketlnl .kill. that ve can utl1he.
Ann HOrris, and Phil Knight. The nucleu. tor
sOlie thing re.ll)' exeiting i. there. and vhen
ailled to oftera at h.lp troll the likes ot
B.rn.rd S.ith vho. love hI. or h.te hi., ia
well-qu.l1tied to help .tter tvo )'••r. ot
.ddniatr.t.ing and ed1t.ing the l:l..in pvbl1e.t_
ion of C••••ndr. Work.hop, It re.ll)' i. nov
or n.v.r. L.t.t..r. like the one troll len L.k.
• couple ot l ••ve. b.ck .re no h.lp .t all
• e .11 t.h.y do i. blur t.he centr.l i.avee end
losinl the like. ot Doroth)' D.... h. i. not.hing
to .ourn over.

So.ething el.e t.h.t. t.he •••b.r.hip ••• whole
should t.hink upon 1. wh.t. 1I0rt ot .co~ do
t.h.y reqvir. at BS'A public.tion•• II". tried
t.o introduc•• coupl. of colvaIlll th.t h....
bllen Il:r.lIt.d vith "itrioh it v. tr), to pv.h
t.h. 85'. to the ouhid. "oud thin,. Hke
co.lc••nd , •••• aUllt b•••brac.d • it n••d
only b. on. pal' per ._illng - io ord.r to

~~re~n~o~:~c:p~:n~~;i~t~.~~:::r:~:r:: Ci;d

:~:h.::b:~~~l~nf.~~~:~~~~~o~~ ~:a:::~)••:0
~rt. ot th.ir aal1ing•• If V. &,0 tor the.e
sortl ot project we can aake appro_iaatel)'
JOJ protit per i ..ue sold. We al.llt .110 get
t.hings like our advert.iaing r.t•• in line
vith ratell tor .agazin.a lIit.h a coapar.ble
re"dership • II. charge r"r t.oo 101/ a rat.. "t
t.he .o••nt • and raille the lIaaberahip rat.
to aOllething that viII at leaat cover a
proportion or t!'le .tfort invol....d in produc_
ing the lIagazine •. Of couree Ye can onl)' in­
atigate lIuch changell vith the backing of the
celilberahip .0 lIaybe a f.w aor. of )'01.1 ought.

~~x~o~=;~:~ ~ t ~;n~~~, r~h~o~G~ii~i~;b:~0: t
h,ut do th.t (lOU nev.r knov, lOU oirht
even enjol your •• l .... ' at the conv.ntion)
then )'cu'v. no cau,e to Aoan .bout the ,t.t.
ot the A..oc1ation ••.

Ken Lake I think it appalling
115 Honkhou.. Ave th.t ai'll on. vaa 1I0 in.
London E17 SAY, ..naHiv... to print

John aarVll)" a APOLOGY
on th. froni pag. of H61. John and Eve hue
nothing to apologil. for, and a. To. A. Jon••
indicllt.a in hil l.tt..r in the •••• iah v.
all owe t.hia .arvellous couple aor. than I'.
sure ve - aingly or coll.ctiv.ll _ can e... er
repa)'.

Having laid that, l.t'. tigur. out JUlt vbat
"'e can r.pa)'. W••ent t.h •• to "ualli.coll • and
nov we .xpect t.houa.nda or vorda at report..,.
on th.ir trip. not to ••nt.ioll alr••d)' having
h"d E... e'a .uperb t.r.n.cript.ion ot 80b Shav'a
GoM Ip••eh t.her•. Th.t.'. all, Ev. viII tell
)'01.1. p.rt. ot being .. tan.

Ma)'blll bUt. th.r••1'. r.n •••and t.n. and I
personall)' knov ot 11011. vho ha". ao d.yot.d
th.llIl.h.a to th. BS'A alld to tando. In g.n.
eral th.n thh couple, and I think it'a 10",
palt ti•• v. daa.n v.ll Ca.... th•••oa.thin,
back.

Sur.ly th.r••1'. t",ncl. av_ilabl•• ""'r.ly th.r•
• r. v.ird t.nniah cOIl"'entlon. capabl. ot cop.
ing vith th1&1' If not., hall .bo",t a t.otall)' n.v
li.lil.V!:YYlJIfD1' I r.ckon aoae in".ntiv. tan oan
eoae vlth a r.all), attraot.iv. gi•• icll: (no. not
lik. GO,,) thaVvill .n.ble u••11 to contrl~-

ut.e t.o the H.rvey'. overhe.d••nd .how our
appreci.t.ion of th.ir liter ling devotion to
f.ndo.!

••• The people relponllible tor t.hat. crall' lack
or senllitivit.)' vere 1I0ne ot.h.r t.han John .nd
Eve th.aaelvea _ opan aouth, inaert foot. ­
oth.r t.han th.t. I couldn't .gr.e .ore t.hlln IJith
t.he ••nt.ia.nt.a of your l.tt..r. Untort.unat.ely.
t.he people ",ho 1I0",ld aoat. .rgue e.gainst. every.
t.hing you .e)' .re John and E..... It.hough I don't
.ee vhat. t.hat. ahould have to do with it.. It. is
a IIh.ae t.hough t.h.t. in .aoun,at. all t.he gripinG
l.ttera there y.ren't. • t.v that. juat. ,aid
1I••n't that a nic.l)' printed 1II,Iue at Hatrix/PI/
V.ct.or/f'ocu, that waa now and again· funny ho.
11t.tle t.hinca like .ppreciation aake difficult.
tille. eaal.r to b•• r ...

ti.lH,: Bern.rd Saith, vho voiced concern about
the direction 11'1 IIhich t.h••aaoeiat.ion co",ld
tind HaeH ,oinC it the •••berahip t.ke •
."er)'t.hing To. Jone. a.id 11'1 hia lett.er in t.h ..
l.at. Katrix ae 'goapel'; Peter Eilla, who ".s
ju.t r.j01n.d the BSf'A .rt.r aev.ra~ )'e.rll evay

:~~a:::'1o~~·~.~:; ~tl~;.~a;o;::~·~~r~:~~~~~~
v.a ju.t. a little t.ong"'.-in-che.k about. a fev of
the n.va it••a; Ron Ceaa.ll, ••klng what. ....ent.

:~~~Ir;~~~a}o~h;:g~~.n:vp;::h::bfi, ~~.~;.;~o~r-
n.v yord-processor for t~. Aext i,.ue). In repl)'

~: :~~~.~::t2E~~a:~:p~;,;: ~:~l~n~I~.;lii~:at;~~;
Ben.dict S. Cu11ua, vho likea t.be v.)' thingll are

:~;n~o~i~~.~~ea::~~~~~~: ~~~~-~~.H~~~:~:~o~a~;~
.aaentlally lett w1t.h no h.lp tro. her ex·co­
editor on Focua and aleo prail.d John and Eve;
Phil Nichols, no I can't prollia. that I 1I0n't
toul.up on an i'lue of Matrix .gain and anyone
that delland. lIuch a proaiae obviouely ha3 no
cOlJllitt.llent. out.lide of thellllelve" end thull i9
living in cloud cockoo land; John frailer, ex·
p.ct a personal reply in the post.; St.",ven Tew,
int.rellting l.tt.r but echoing ot.h",rs s",ntimentB,
Jeck O. Stflphen, IIho goell through BSFA .,a11ingll
vith a fine tooth cOllb looking for gramllatic
cock-upa and criticiae. two neologisas uithout.
full)' cOlllprehending why they are uaed;Trevor
Jonea. I'll t.r)'ing to gil. a chlrt. of pa~llrbl!l..ek
lalel frolll epeeialist ahope together; and Pnil
Spencer; who t.alka froll IXi'erienee with the
Tolkien Society and th", BFS vhen exalDining the
probleml of the BSPA.

Alright, a taak for all )'01.1 .~aners and gripera
out th.re (and all the ot.her lIeaber•• all 90S
ot )'ou): vrit-! in and tell ua .xaetly what
direction the !lS~A ehould be taking. go back
and re-r ••d II)' editorial. re-read HUll"ain'lI
l.t.t.r and ay repl)' , teleptlone lie if you lIant.
\.0 (01-801 .(574), but t.alk t.o ua. Tell ua IIhat.
)'OU think. !!.!r. lIellberahip tee 1I0uld be, what
vould you lIant. to get for it.?- and I lIean
exactl)' (ie. Hov OIan)' lIailing. a year, how lIlaroy
Vectors/PIa/etc?, apecial otter• . how and w':lat.
lIHAT DO IOU WAHT?

I apologlae in advance it an)'one teela I've
taken an over I)' cauatic ton. on thi. letterll
pag., l.ck of .leep and a .ick .01'1 have lIade lI:e
Ju.t • vee bIt. ratt)" but. t.hen ac.in .eybe )'010
ahould alao tell ae wh.ther I .hould atop trying
to t.ke thingl .ottly, lottl)' and b. Ilore
a.,r.a.ive .ver)' 1511,1•• t.h.t. wQvld help as well.
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$imolll WtltlCer &
iGlhrls !Carne.

It Is the )'!lr of Our lord 1889. Through the
struts of london swlrls the fog, I yellow
sulplMlrousblinket. I pel·souper so dense
tllltfthfoldlngtlleflbric of spice Ind
tilllt Ibout Itself. Tile thlckenlng splrlls of
tllfs .1IlOst·lhlng sllOg centre on thl
llurr)'lngflgureofl ..n.curlfngtendrflsof
otllerness hp Ibout 11I11. Tllerol1fngcloud
swrr=TS1ister. crutlng I \IOrtu, I tl_
portllapenlnglntolnflnlty. llhen tile fog
c111~. the IlIn Is !JOne.

Abolrd I stl~t1lp fir IWay fn splceud tf.
wlrnlng l1ghts begin to bllllk, loudspukers
blare: "Intruder Alert I Intruder Alertl".
0"11 in the hold of the shfp, I swlrHng
yellow cloud fs _Urhlhlng. Ind It fts
centre tl'le figure of I Mn. As the .Ist
clelrs.lle shivers fnsfdlfhls Invernen cape
lnod stires Ibout hf. wlth pttrcfll9.
Intel1tgenttyls.

There wereelght entrants for the /1160
competltlon. Thlngsarelooklng up. You
folks hid better hur,..y--Ind joln ln before
this colu., gets popular and the chances of
wlnnlng9Otsdown! Entrlnts this tll1lewere:
ILV.BAILEY, A.P.MllLS. KEY McVEIGH. 8RINl
ROllS. CKARLES STROSS, STOEI( TEW. IIILlIH4
IIAl.KERlnd DAVE 110OO. "-'ngst the noveh
brought Into the SF clnon were ~Ptrsuulon·,

°Trenu" Islind". "The Blble~ Ind the worts
of JllIleS Herr1ot, while "Man Plus" wn
ucludU.

Tl'le wlnner this tlllle Is Steven Tre-. for
Ill-ast) convlnc1ng _ Ibout "Brldesl'leld
lIevls1tH~.

CO/"JPETZTZON
CORNER
by
ELIZABETH
SOURBUT

Bn~~n(o)ff1 )(scalf
(C If@sswlQ)r«l! ~$.~

~I~·~

IIhlt hlppens nut? Youro tnlt thfs .anth fs
todlScrfbefor-e this _ntous IlHtfng.
Send your entroles. by the nut uflfng
deadlfne plene. ta:
Elizabeth Sourbut. 8 Petersffeld IIlse. '"
Roeh..-ptan. London SillS 4AE.

Tl'le two -en e),e Ontlnotl'ler fn sfhnce for I
~u1I_od i •• of """"_, G _~_It;" _nt. Ind tl'len •••...•...••••.•.•.•.••••••••
_lIill_. iu ...,... no-port tQ I1tIt.r tw.
tm:l plGOu. fhfom .it. QIl " t;" rift,
·d<U'tilllltlt.lI~r..uoiIlA..t_· •••• ~

Now we ca. to.

StevenwfllberecefvfnglLSboolttoken far
lll5entr)'.

"II~ ./Iow G .J*'>'tGtiH i>ru,...t ill tJI. flanked by. two security guards. UII shlp's
d....lo,..ort. of "-" ._htar. lIItd -"odi.. Sdenc:1 Offfcer c_s flclng tOWlrdS Ill •• As
t1li. U. IItX1f*r (·th. ~. Qf tJI_ Itt sus 011 till. tMn fntruder lie skfds to •
•~"') G '_pobol Qf rOWlf1 ~l<Ut:l· iJIto hilt. and one slopfng eyebroOll' twitches.
·.CIClP<:I_1r1CllG>kod ~' •••• " t1'o<lr czliM ~flScfllltl"9."he "',..rs, stlroing It the
~Ur. Qb....n...,1 til_ _ r14 f.- s-Jr_r. other's deel"Stllker.
11••••••
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